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7 ee not „ Gf fon may. be + the will of 
| God to live au longer in this world, 
. than I may be ſome way uſeful in it; and 
| efpecially to you, tp. the ſerv ſervice of whale 
4E 1 bai holly dnl any ſelf, a hf 
Mend time; nor have I yer ſeen ne fo 
e, of ” Mes, done fo. A: 
* F. a a ul 9 . : . 
friendſhip and 20 25 75 2 2 
acceptance of my labours (ſuch as they 
have been) among/t you, for now aloft 
twelve years. Above all, F blefs' and adore: 
the God f grare, for what good fuc 7 
"be las been Meh to give. them, either 
en the conver cation of po your 
fouls; and that J e 4 think, 
that I have nat wholly, un in 1 
Jopour 4. in in. ls eee Vina 
The fucceſ of the ar 2555 7 have 
preached 1s young people, on new, years 
days, demands a particular thankful ac- 
ee, £0 Gods and bis having been 
pleaſed to ſmile. upon ew and bleſe them 
in the preaching, has-inclined me lo yield. 
that "_ of "_ wid be made "th 
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6. Fs as I can reckon. — fie, of 5 
| our favourable. ace! Fance an approba=- ..: 
e of them, I ſeek no other 2 s 
God will be pleaſed to make wſtrionf | 
e, for the gd 4 ay fully # —_ 


o other applauſe. 


Yiu will ob erve, that in di FY _ > 
Wer mons in 8 4 in ding & of _ 
ii ibe order in which they were k 
= ” nid be have ſo placed them, as, I 
enceiv d, the ſubjecis on which they treat, 

would moſt naturally follow 01 one another. 


| To what I have here attem bred, he me 
beg, that you would alſa a | the-belp of 
our * prayers, for the riſing genera- 


on; that God would pour his Spirit 
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5X 9 5 3 2 ö 8 ; i N . © ; 
N . | 8 7 | 4 
= LL app 7, chan Fan or, the profi | 
: W::itncon, verſes 10, 1. I biſeech iber or my | 
71, Oneſimus, Al 1 have begotten in my 3 


Bonds: which in time paſt was to thee un- - 
profitable, but now profitable to thee and to 4 


er 


3 e 18 
b 9 9 . by 


will | ſerve 5 whether the gods which your fa 
thers ſerved, that were on the other fide 


the flood, or the gods of the 1 ? 
20hoſe land. ye e dwell: but as for me, and 


„ We will ferve ie Te” bage bf = 
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55 „ ede R M. O. 1 9 
Fay piety, peculiarly accepaable.... * 


Jenn il. 2. Thus ſaith the, Lord, 1 re 
member thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, ti 


love of tine eſpouſals, when thou woneſt oi 
ter me in the voi lar „ in nd 0 that wa 
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E CHRONICLES”: x" 19 
"as unte Solomon my fon a perfet? heart. 
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HI S was N prayer. of a godly pa- 
rent for his ſon. It is part of the laſt 
prayer of King David; or 
Whe laſt publick prayer which he made, that 
recorded in ſcripture, , and this petition 
omes in at the ver guts of that prayer; ſo . 
hat it was probab bly one of the laſt petitions _ 
bhich David put uh to heaven before his re- 
nove thither. One would expect that a 
prayer thus circumſtanc'd,” that is, the laſt 
lying prayer of ſo great a man, and ſo great 
Saint as David was, ſhould be ſometi ng . 
ore than ordinarily. ſolemn, and that the 
eſing which he prays for ſhould be fome- 
ing of the greateſt importance: and ſuch, 
ſeems, David thought was the bleſſing which 
e prays. for in our text, wiz; that — 
1s ſon might have a berfelt heart. For this 
yas a thing of great importance to Davids 

B ori 


40 eee 


715 oak ' comfort i dying it ir ppl ably hit 


do leave his thfone 


. the wafid with thel 


Areater ſatisfaction, if he had reaſoſl to hope 
Aut. bool pmol pon fucceffor-in-the-1 


| 2 gre mpo t Ince to the whah 
= nation, that their be. King ſhould tread 
nun his good father's ſteps: and it was of inf 
nite importance to Solomon himſelf, in orde 


5 


to his being bleſſed of Gad, both here and 


hereafter, that he ſhould have a perfect heart 
Here David prays like a good King; and 
good Father; as a King for his ſucceſſor, 
and as a father for his fon. In che latter ons 
theſe two views of this prayer, I would e- 
commend it as a pattern for parents to c 
after; tis a prayer which you ſhould pra, 
For your chilies, Lord give them perfect my 
hearts. In this prayer, as it ſtands in ou 
text, three things are to be conſidered. 
Fi it, The blefling itſelf which is def 10 
and that is a perfect heart. 
_ Secondly, Of whom this cg is deſire 
and "aſked, vix. of Gad. 1 | 
_ Thirdly, By whom, and forme e 
is made, viz. by David for his ſon Solomon. 
Firſt, The blefling which is here defired i 
_ a perfeft beart. It will be neceffary for m 
£0 explain, in a few words, what chat fin 
fies. Now the heart, in ſcripture language, 
commonly means quite another thing _ 
What A. e mean by the fame word: 


Tonic 


ble y 


We not any "OP 


_ wers, ſuch as underſtanding, Will, and 
ffections. Men are ſaid to Þelieve with the 
5 ; and we read of an un r ſtanding heart, 
well as of loving with the heart; And the 
racious diſpoſition of the whole ſoul, as it 
| | renewed by divine grace; is called, by che 

Lpoſtle, the hidden nan of the brart. The 
cart then is the ſoul, which is the chief ſedt 
ther of grace and religion, or of ſin and 
ickedneſs. We muſt. further inquire alſo, 


| plolute ſenſe, for ſuch a perfect heart as 4 
n had before his fall, or as the man Chrift 
s had, in neither of whom there was any 
nperfeCtion or ſin; for, alas! ſuch a perfect 
eart is now no where to be found, nor ever 

be expected in any of Adam's poſteri- 
. on this fide heaven. We muſt” therefore 
eceſſarily underſtand this phraſe in our text 
a lower and qualify'd ſenſe: for it is not 
þ be ſuppoſed' that Havi Pray d without a 
roſpect; tho' the thing was to be ſure ex- 
remely deſirable, and what David would 
we moſt heartily with'd, that his n Folb- 
ons heart niche be as. perfect as Adam's e- 
er was; yet Havi well knew that this would 


. bean, 


Wometimes more particularly ig . 
nd paſſions,” but more commonly dhe hear 
neans the whole ſoul, with all its faculties W 
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Phat is meant by a perfect heart: and certain- 
this is not to 1 taken in the moſt ftri&t- and 


*X 


r pat a arts with : and ſure he would not ſo—-— 


my r NY ite that for his PEE which 
knew was never granted to any ſon of Adan 
But ther is another and lower ſenſe of 'thi 
LE word perfect, according to which good me 
Are often in ſcripture called perfect wen. an 
racious heart may be called a perfect hear 
£ 1s Noah and Fob are ſaid to be Penſeli 

Gen. ix. 6. Job i. 2. tho? neither of them 

AIſinleſs men; they both had their fb Dots 
and. frailties, and imperfections. We read oi 
WMab's being drunk once, a Heinen ſign tin 
dae was not perfect; and Job- rely acknowli 
edges for his act that he was far ſhort 
ſinleſs perfection, Fob ix. 20. U J juſt = 
+8 elf, mins on mouth ſhall condemn mec fe 
Jay, I am perfelt, it ſhall alſo prove me peru 
A perfect heart therefore commonly men 
: - 2gracious heart: a heart that is renew'd, and 
Il Zandtify'd, and ſet right towards God . 
1 Heaven. Such a heart may be called Pen 
il and not improperly, for 4 
af 1.) There is a perfection of parts, hie = 
Maybe truly aſcribed to every gracious heart 
In much the ſame ſenſe that a new born chil 4 

may be called a perfect man, every graciou 
3 may be called a perfect heart: for it 
Perfect as to parts, tha nat in degree. As 
little infant has all the limbs and members 
a perfect man, ſo ory regenerate ſoul has 
the:graces of a perfect ſaint: - there is evell 
feature and lineament of the divine imag 
he as yet they. are but a e 4 
| compu 


cif with hit they, ſhall e. Thus 
bergen heart is a perfect heart. But | 
2.) The true meãning be perfect, as appli-+ 3 
] in ſcripture to ſinful men, ſeems to be Tins . rag 4 
re or E:6% 854 As he who hates ſin, ande 4 3 
ives againſt it, is ſ#id not to commit Pn © 4 
John dil. g7:ſo he that does really and tru- 
| defire+ and-endeavour to flo all his duty, 
ſaid to be 1 Thus Nathaniel Ws - 
Aracterized 2 N yy knew: his heart” 

Iſrae 


. | 1 life,” An * . d *. whom theres, 4 3 F 
rt © 7 lived without I "uh | bur chere as hore #0 4. 


lilingz no allowed guile in, his Heart: Hs: +"! "I 
ks -4- downright honeſt good man, withour- % I 2 
N arts. of hypocriſy or deceit... Saxh a ant” . 7 
' Nathamel," and ft A One Nauta deſids 


* 
1 
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J n, Aa gracious heart, is che p 
Wich our text m5 Ani 
man may be fo; 1 have the foffowing 
opertics, which I will 956 name e As 
5 A 5 tale rt maſt be a new heart, ſo. 
Call. , XVILL, | 1. char 25 "a4 re- 


| 1. pol 
he good and ed bear a thereforo be , 3 
[renewed heart. 1 3 

1 A 2 


— 83 


be ODEs a ck dead mus bes * 
and fender heart. So it-is deſeribed, Ezek.:xi, 
19. Iwill take the fony heart out: 1 
aud will gius them an niet of fleſh. it iy 
3 5 1 mention id to the prailc — King 70 ab, 
1 © God himſelf OT _ with, great ap 
tion, that his heart was Andy. 2 Kings xl 
19. that is, as you may: ſpe by the bor) 
there, his heart was eaſily impreſs'd with tit 
word of God; he laid i it to hear a8 Wes 9 
and was greatly affected with 8 1 
3: A good and perfect heart beg 
obedient heart. It muſt, be di poſed l iy 
and willing obedience” to the whole will of 
Gad. I his is called a beart to fear God andi 


8 
II 


| 1 his tatutes. ', And it is otherwiſe e- 

0 pPtereßd. by Cod Writing, Bis lam in ibe heart, 
! which means an inward diſpoſition of; ſoul, 
ul. | 7 that 1 NC. mes” a man tO; . the 4 0 it 1 rd =_ 
il rule of duty. - Onee more. coo; hy: 3! 


bed Mar the To, man belieunt 
I unto Tighteonſ neſs, Rom. x. 10. And this is i 


N material, and eſſential a property f a gbd ; 
1 heart as any whatever; for without faith in 
8 Cri} there is no pardon to be had, no mer. 
il cy to be expected. And whatever other good 


qualities there may be in our hearts, yet no- 

thing without the robe of Cbriſt's righteoub 
neſs, which is put on by faith, will ever re- 

commend them to the acceptance. of a ju 

and uy God, It i is now time to diſmiſs 0 

r 


7 


mention in eren Te is 


ba- eds 2 is 5 Gad. 1 ark ſs: ton 


hom this Prayer was: offered. 5 in bond verſe” 5 I 
aac: and Hrael hen f bers, giut unto 1 
by /on-a perfect beurr. As the heart was ori- 1 
nally God's gift, as cle Cod of. nature; fo: © ©} 
perfect and od heart, in a fallen crea- _ = 
re, can only be from his giſt, as the God of 


race. No power but his who made the heart 
dio firſt can make it anew, and reſtore oY 
ex. iginal - perfection. Without the grace 
+624; all human inſtructions, and the nt 
al Wd moſt patherick%motives to holineſs and: 
ard odneſs will be in vain. The watchful care, 
ee vwiſeſt counſels, and moſt affectionate 
0 2 ee of godly parents. will avail no- 
E : *tis God alone that can give a perfect 
8 bs a= This, it ſeems, David was very ſenſible 
da. No doubt but the good man had conſcien- 
in ouſty done his duty, in the religious educa- 


ion of kis ſen; 4 85 done all that he could 
oy to make him a good, as well as a great 


0 If you look G re but into the laſt: ; 
uf hap ter bet this * our text is, in the _ 
rech . you may ſee a ſpecimen of Davids 
ul ſtructing and counſelling his ſon Solomon 


low 3 does he deal with him about hi 
11 


_ foul! "how | ſolemnly does be charge um ! ar 
in what ming language does he exhort ani 
perſuade him to he _ log Tou Solon 
REES know thog th God of | .thy father, and 
=: . Bim with a perfect beurt, e 
| mindi for the Lord ſearcheth'gll hearts: and uns 
Aerſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts; 
if thou Jeek bim he will be ch of tbre, bu 
if thou fon ſale bim be will ca thee of forever 
What could a father ſay more and. better? 
David had done all Ro a man could do; 1 
form his ſon for godlineſs, as well as great 
neſs; and for Heaven; as well as the throne! of 
 Tfrael. Bur, after all, he was very ſenſible, 
that the whole ſucceſs deper ed on che ble, 
ng and. grace of Cod; and therefore he f 
ber. all i prayer. Loru, da tg 
give unto Sblomon my ſon A perfect beat 
is not his being my ſon. will make hin 
"7 chin and wake Rim ap good e 
1 man, without Pore grac 2 JE nd f H 
change and renew his ſou). I have gr 
him the eee e tha 8 n 
% my. duty; Lord give higi thy g ace, 
5e is thy gift, 2 2.05 only.“ This 11 very 
obſervable in our text; chat er all the in 
ſtructions, and good counſels, and all cf 
methods of religious education, which David 
had uſed towards his ſon, he begs tliat GH 
would give him a perfect heart 3 as being 
ſenſible that this was the gift of Nee and 


5 of him alone. I So on to the N 
5 Third 


rd chi api Tee ah, 


Prayer. Was. — was. by. David for _ 
ſon, Solomon. It was: the pra fer of an aged IJ 
dying parent for bis dear child, and fer e 
oa of his. child, which. is the greatelt c. 


ern of all. David makes no other, requeſt- 
or Solomon in all this prayer but only. 


him but a good man, and I a 


1 for him; for then I am ſure he I ill be 
LY 5 for, and then I can cheart ally, 
i of . leave him to the care of \providence. for 


W- the preſent life and world.“ Here you e 

e longing, the breathing, the weben de- 

Wire of the ſoul of a godly parent; ir i fer- 
he welfare of his dear 11 8 555 and abore Ty 


ll for their ſpiritual and eternal welfare. Next 
11 b his own. ſalyation, there is nothing Which, 
"Sc deſires. ſo much as that, nothing which 
p ies with ſo much F e his mind, . 


jor. which he will pray Mor of earneſtly. 
Lord God of our fathers, de unte Lelegen 
y. ſon a _perfet, heart... fleie 


ſerve an elegance in the Hebrew; which out 
79 | ngliſh canngt well ex reſs : the *word perfect. eo 
ludes to the name E mon, they ſound man 
Lay like in the Hebrew and 1 agree ir ſenſe Is, 
* oo, for Solomon e eit! Paalenblę or 
5 e ih JF, ma e WEE So gp e ; 


Ho The Lord in the lune are « Plane ab Po 
| | both 
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=  byt Fay 9 ee W 
plwKkbete à young 5 of "he 
= world ever ſaw, Both for Nogxke we 1 
= _acquird accompliſhments ; he ſeem'd well 
to deferve his name Solomon: but Lord, 
Without a perfect heart, without inward grace 
! aud religion, what. is all this? *tis but like 
tte fine carved ornaments of a tomb, which 
WF  incloſes nothing but filth and corruption. A 
periſhing finner, an apoſtate ſon or daughter 
of Adam, made for immortality, but going 
on in the broad road to bell; tis aways f 
ſad fight, a moving object of compaſſion and 
pity: but when I ſee a lovely young perfon, 
in the flower and bloom of life, adorn'd 
with the beauties of nature, and accom pliſh- 
ed with the arts of education, and yet, it is to 
be feared, in an unregenerate ſtate, an ene- 
my to God and a child of the Devil, what 
great pity is it! My foul melts with: double 
ſorrow, to think, chat ſuch lovely qualities 
ö mould all be“ loſt in hell, and allo 
13 up in the lake of burning: who would not 
ut up a feryent prayer for ach agyoung per- 
on, © Lord give him a perfett heart too, 
« make him truly good, and make him haps 
<< py for ever. But.this will-in a ſpecial 
manner be the earneſt prayer of godly pas 
- both from alan to be perfect, or to be at peace; from 
whence comes the participle nHhu⁰lam, Tai. xlii, 19. and 


the Arabick Myſulmar, a title which the Mahometan' 
give to themſelves, fignifying perfect. 
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rent 
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grace, to 10 .es Tk; in the heat | 
their children, b, as. —_ {Way — rw pe „ 


well a O that Iſhmael, might. . beftre. 
rd, Wl thee ! faid Abrabam, Gen xvii. i 8 ben Ged 
ace Ml had juſt made him the promiſe of ae 2 Y 
like WY promiſe. ſo full of ledig, that, one would 
nich think; it ſhould have GEL. all his. defixes - | 


at once: but Abrabam could not bear ta 


mer ehink, that any child of his ſhould be caſt off 
ing by God, and _ loſt. eternally ; ; therefore he 
s a {Wl prays, O 1bat Iſhmael might live before thee! 
md 2 9 upon chis tg ROS * 
on, And I ſhall . 

a on 3 you TO Abt Sead K ay fo 
| rents wil earneſtly deſire and td 4 


their children 8. be good and gracious. 


nat 

dle ments which godly parents have to row”: 
es with God in behalf of their children. 
„ III. 1 ſhall cloſe with a Aron adde 


both to parents and to cheir children 
about this matter. | . 


I. Let us conſider the reaſons of this prays 
er, and of that earneſt deſire which there is 
6 all godly A that their children may 

be good gracious. Why was this ſo 
much David's concern, that Solomon his fon 
might have a Fes beart A The reaſons 


are 


0 I ſhall hint to you the peculiar argu- 4 1 
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grace- 19 wilt nention thele that fol 

9 "Their having been the Bone 8 von- 

veying to their children 4 corrupted nature, 

and an evil heart, muſt needs make them 

to be much enen and greatly deſirous 

. that God would renew them and give them a 

perfect heart. My friends, you know che 

hearts of your children by your-own : yo 

know what a corrupt nature they have brought i 

into the world, by what your own was; or 

if you know not, the word of God will tell 

you, that it is a very ſinful heart; tis a heart 

Full of - wickedneſs, and Poli and enmity. 

- againſt God, which theſe children of yours 

are born with; and therefore their ſtate. by 

nature is extremely wretched, for they are 

children of God's wrath, Epheſ. ii. 3.50 

are naturally haters of God, and FN 

| hateful to God: their heart is like a heart of 

1. ſtone, obſtinate and ſtubborn; and if they 

I ſhould die without - being born again, they 
are heirs of bell and will be children of per- 

dition. And is not this a moſt ſad caſe! Can you 

tttink of it as the caſe of your own dear chil- 

© dren, without a pitiful concern for them? to 

think what they are by nature, and what a 

hell they are born heirs to, tis a ſad thought. 

What tears can be more juſt, than thoſe 

which a pious parent drops over an unregene- 

rate child? And it muſt ſurely be an affecting 

circumſtance of concern to * that you! 

ave 


* 


C8 
&f 


orrupted na ute do pour e and 7 
cl bringing them inte Jo Gd a ſtare. IB thro, = 
our mediation that they inherit this of 
| epravity, which was firſt occaſioned by . 
an's tranſgreſſion. I do not ſay this was 
roperly you r fault, but you — on it to 
> a very — caſe; and if you Ave 'Y 
fer been convinc d you rſelyes, how 1 
a thing the corruption of nature is, ou 
be greatly concern d that your children 
ay be delivered from it. And Ol what rea- 
have you to do all you can, jo ee WIN 
red of — plague of the heart 
e catch d from you. That was a — pwn rea- 
able and righteous law which you find 
ong, the ſtatutes of Moſes, . Exod. xxi. 19., 
l bh if one man had wounded another and + 
Wcaſion'd his hurt, be foall cauſe him to le 
| roughly: healed. Here is a deeper and more 
adly wound, which ſin has given to the N | 4 2, 
your children; and ſhould. not you do all 
at you can to get them healed? eſpecially > 
hen you have been the unhappy. inſtruments A 
d occaſions of it. Suppoſe,. that by Pn 4 
cident, you had grievouſly hurt one of 3 
dur children, ſo as to endanger its life; 
hat a vaſt concern would it give you 1 
dw anxious would you be for its ſafety ! 
Should my dear child die, I ſhould never 
forgive mel. ſays the tender parent: 
4 b 6 Sirs ! ſhould your dear children die 
7 5 
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on fakes: for tis a fd And hard thing fe 
wdhem up with a great deal of tenderneſs, a 


many comforts merely for their children 


tht cor jon + of " nature which ou har 
b 3 e 2 | „ — and ye — 
: IAC you ever hy in — 7 "Your 
children would have reaſon to curſe 
hell for ever, that ever you brought chem in | 
fu fo wretched a ſtare, and took no pains toll 
help them our of it. Conſider, my friends 
what an evil heart you have'convey'd wo yo 
children ; and if you have any ſenſe whari | 
evil that is, I know ou will be concerned 
for them, and this will make you very ear 
neſt with Cod, to give them a perfect hear 

2.) Holy parents are very deſirous that 
their children may be good and gracious, be 
cauſe upon this - their own” comfort in then 
does chiefly depend. They deſire it for thei 


ts to bear children with pain, and bret I 


ce, and care,' and to deny chemſchveyl 


fakes, as parents often do, *tis-a hard caſey ] 
 fay, when all this kindneſs and care is re 
quited on the childrens part with contempili 
and diſobedience. I take it to be one 
the ſaddeſt circumſtances of human lore 
when wicked and undutiful children b 
down the hoary heads of their good parents v with 
| forrow to the grave; and requite their low 
| by breaking their Ie Now the belt, - 5 


1 — 


q PO 


0 a of: children. will p 4 dere, ng erer 
pre comfortable ue — — * 9 
| ly religious. If once they knew _ 
to God, they will not fo "their 7 o 
bu. The g = of God will make hen 
Edient children; and that will make them 
ie delight of your 2 and the comfort of 
or Gag | what comfort cart 
Wu ever cx] 2 wicked and proffigate 
dren ; thoſe ſons of Helial, who cauſe” 
dame to themſelves, and their parents too? 
ut 4 iſe ſon, ſays Solomon, maketh a glad fa- 
þr: and the father of the righteaus ſhall 
eatly rejoice. As nothing mal ge parents a 
Wore ſenſible grief, than the i of their 
Wildren; ſo nothing, in this world, gives 
em a more ſenſible joy, than to ſee their... 
ildren do well, and prove well. Now.as* = -- 
rr you hope | for this comfort, you muſt « 4 
Il that you can to bring your children ben ++. "4 


ye 

7 *Q\''; 

ou: 1 
* 


. 


ns te 
3 


all Teton : and you muſt be earneſt and im "> 

* il Wortunate with the God of grace, that he of 
ſe; W011 give them a perfect heart. If you — 45 4 5 
8 Ie 


Nut once obtain this for them, you may, hen © 
un gepend upon comfort in them: 
. ol ure they will do well, for then God will ove 

ro . will love them as much as youdo z _ 
bring l can you deſire that he would love them 
win etrer? Vea but in this, his kindneſs will ex- 
le eed your deſires: the fondeſt love of the 
an oft tender 3 to her ſucking infant is 
on nothing 


13 children, you have been the breaking, of | 


CM 4-3 $* 


. ? oo © 
| BY 3 your dear Kaen macle tl 
py ? How will this ſweeten your "do 
and make it eaſy to pronounce the lt 
well ? < Farewell my dear children; 'X 

« have been the comfort and joy of my lif 
<« I bleſs God for you: I am now going 
leave you, but T leave you with a better 
« and kinder Father, your Father God, and 
your on covenant God ; in his care 0 
will always be ſaſe, his providence walll 
46 ſurely provide for you, your God. has 
c promiſed to bleſs. you: farewell, my dear 
«6, children, for a little while, we ſhall ſhort- 
I meet again in a better and happier 
* world.” This is comfortable dying, and 
raking leave of a family. But O " boars 4 
guiſh fills the heart 28 many a good dying 
parent, whio is afraid that he is going to ta 
- kis laſt and eternal farewell of his. che | 
never to meet them any more? OI my 


Fd 4 5 


5 « your parent” 8 heart, the Lord forgiye you; 1 
O that I had been written childleſs ! fate- 
* well, I muſt leaye you, but tis a fad PE . 


ing to leave you in che broad road to bell.” 
Thu 


F 
FR 


weed en thee deg Set and a, 
nd therefore: yor Raw parents moſt carneſt-. 3 
eir chien a perf arr. da f 
lied Another reaſon- is, "their affeclon and 
ee co cheir children; they deſire it for their 
Wildrens ſake; as well as for their own. As the 
rents comfort very much depends on their 
Wildrenhappmeſs,” ſo they well know char 
Peir childrens happineſs wholly depends on 
eir being good and gracious perſons; with | 
| Wc this, there is no reaſon to expect that God - 7 
Ii bleſs them, either here; or hereafter. _ © © 
bey may indeed ſcramble, and gather ſome: Þ 
the outward gifts of providence, for:th&&: 
re not the Father's peculiar diſtinguiſh-: = 
g bleflings : as to theſe matters, all things: $ 
tem to re alike to all;. tho“ yer in reality 
is much otherwiſe, for be curſe of the Tord 
in the houſe. of the wicked ; but be bleſſeth- * 
"Free of the juſt, Prov. iii. 33. and 
ſſeſs the whole world, with the curſe 1 
1 0d, would be but a miſerable portion, 
how much happier is the poor chriſtia 
Tho has his little with a bleſſing, and with, 
Wis father's love! If he has but a little, yew 
bs certainly juft ſo much as is beſt for himĩñĩ⁵⁶ 
have; for all his affairs are in his heavenly. 
„ather's hand, who performeth all things fo—— 
. An infiniely wiſe and good 824 i« 3» 
4 . 1 
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ed —— with the 


\ that "be: will, make. al 'thinge» 2 
gether for thain goods. and: hat eam be de 


more? What can: che fondeſt parebt 1 k 


better for his children than this? If God will 


love them and bleſs them all ſhall. be well 


wille r * now. yi is en 1 op. 


o gracic ; per 
— hope, that God will bleſs. their 
chilren, even — — world, depends on n chen 


| — For withy 
out chi nem and perfect heart, there will k 
no poſſi bility of — getting to heaven 
no bolübiliry of their eſcaping. the tor men 


of Hell, and of being made happy in the 


preſence and enjoyment of God. Fe or auth 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, H 


xii. 14. It is not their being the children n of 


good people, that can give them a birth-right 
to beaver ; but they mult themſelves be born 
from above, they muſt be made partakers of 


_ divine nature, they muſt ber ee. and 
converted, or he who has the fs 


s of the 


heavenly world has poſitively and. — 
rily declar'd, that they ſhall never come 


there. Well, and what ee 


y wiſh and aek ” Ws that his chil 


— 


8 arch 
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very pain which the child feels: aches the 9 
| arents heart; they can't bear to ſee their chil 
Leung enchurt, how then can they bear the thought, 
et theſe children of theirs ſhould be caſt 
| Wo bell, and be doom'd to everlaſting tor=. _ Þ 

nts? One would: think, that even natu- 4 
| affection ſhould prompt all parents, ang 
pectally all good parents, to do whatever al 
ey can to prevent it, and to be earneſt and | 


ore WW portunate with God for the fouls of their: 2 
eo ildren, that he would give them a perfect 

u art. I may add one reaſon more, of this "ij 
t be ere of holy parents, that their children m 5 
ven, bit holy and good. And that s 

eng 4.) They delive it for the honour of GA 

the 4 for the ſupport of Chriſt's cauſe and in- 3 
#108 <\t in the world. As for their parts, they 
leb. WH uft ſhortly go off the ſtage and leave their Mi 
n or milics,'. and leave the churches they be: 
ge ng'd to; the places which know them will. 
or a little time, know them no more. And = 
is ſometimes a melancholy thought with an 

and ed chriſtian, that probably when he dies, 

mel Flein itſelf will die in his family, and 
r here will be no more worſhip of God there: 


- nd that he is like to be adly miſled in 
e church which he is a. member of. "He 
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does not fee young ones riſing up to fl Uf 

_ their fathers places, and © therefore it looks 
10 ing away, and the intereſt of Chriſt was like 
to fink in the next generation. Now, -who 
that has any love to Chriſ, or any value fori 

his caufeè and intereſt, would not do all that, 
he can to ſupport it, both while he lives, 
and after he is dead? The true chriſtian de- 
fires that 'Chrift*s intereſt may be a, laſting 
and growing intereſt, that He may have 3 

ſeed to ſerve him in all generations, till time 
my _ ſhall be no more. But from whenre mult 
ve expect a fucceffion of chriſtians, if not! 
dom among the children of holy - parents? 
Wh | theſe are ordinarily _- the nurſeries of "+ the 

RF - churches of Cbriſ; and therefore if chef 

gion, there is little to be expected, but that 
in a ſhort time, religion itſelf will languiſh 
and die. This is an affecting conſidęration 

and, upon this account, it is a matter ob 
great concern, and it will be ſo with good 
perſons, that their children may probe good 
and gracious. Therefore will they be earneſt 

and importunate with God, for their own 

ſake, for their dear childrens ſake, and for 

Chriſt's ſake, that he would give them perfect 

„... Go_ 
Me have now conſidered the reaſons of thus} 

deſire and prayer, ſuch as David makes for 

Solomon in the text, and ſuch as alb holy paz 

7 950 of rents 
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Wumentz . Parents 5 to; 5 _ — 
50d in behalf of their children, that he wauld 7 
ive them a perfect heart. David's argu- 
ent in the text is, give. unto Solomon My__ 
Dy. His being David's ſon was not only the 
aſon that David was ſo much concern'd fer 
m, and ſo deſirous that God would bleſs 
m, and make him good; but I conceive, 
Wat he mentions it as an argument which. 4 
| er with God in behalf of Solomon, Wit 4 
=_ As David had laid hold on G ; 
| 4 for himſelf, ſo here he pleads it Re 
8 ſon too; and as God had made many — 135 9 8 Y - 
es of bleſfings to the ſeed of his pe 1 
1255 lays ho fa on them for this Reer 

= his, and begs for him, above all other 

1 er, that God would give him a perfect 

. It is an argument which I End £ David 
asg with God for himſelf, that he was 

Wc ſon of a godly parent, one of the holy 

ted, Pſalm cxvi. 16. O Lord, truly I am thy 
roant, I am thy ſervant, and the ſon vf thy 
pndmaid; And as David was a good man 4 
Imſelf; he could plead the ſame argument 
dr his fon alſo, Lord bleſs Solomon, make 

+ him a good man, for he is my child. 
ee thou haſt been pleas d to take into a 
covenant W — 10 thay, SIN - 3 


4 


ſelves, thr others hy Rabe her nk. eu 
"holy parents have arguments and p 
to Ar with God, for your ann g 
- others have not: they ſtand fairer, on man 
accounts, for-covenant and fpiritual bleſſing 
than the children of wi ked men. But 
us inquire a little, what there is in this arguli 
ment, or what encouragement good peo 
have from the word of Cod to hope and pra 
for the converſion of their children, on 
than others? Two things I will hint 
25 Te. to prevent miſtakes. as 
Hirt, It is certain that the grace of Oi 


dor confin'd, and limited to the children 


good men. It does not run in the bloed 
many good fathers and mothers have had thi 
ſorrow of wicked children: David had 
Abſolom, as well as his Solomon: and on tl 
other. hand, Feroboam, "who was 'a ven k 
wicked man himſelf, had a good ſon Ai 
"Secondly, It is certain, that the beſt of mel 
have no merit of their own to plead © with 
Dod, in behalf either of themſelves or 
children. Was Cod to deal with us accordingy 
our own merits, we ſhould all be caſt off, an 
deſtroy*d, and our children too. But * 
there are to things which holy parents Ha 
to plead with God for their children, thut 
chers have not. Firſt his covenant with chen 
and their ſeed. And Jfecandly * mn 


— 


| i F dret 8 87% 'by yi ng þ appoint 


to the Galatiaus, to prove that the covena 


it his bleſſing is come upon all true be- 
ers under the goſpel diſpenſation: that 


= and ſtead, and are confequently enti- 
do all the ſame bleflings and privileges, 


| \ and to tby feed after thee, Well, you 
It are velieving Gentiles, have this promiſe 
plead in its full force; your childrens names. 
Fin the ſacred bond as much as ever Abra- 
s was: they are not unclean, but feederal- 
holy to God, 1 Cor. vii. 11. Was it a reaſon 
th Chriſt, why he would bring falvation to 
eebens, and his houſe, becauſe he was a ſon of 


, rabam? Tike xix. 9g. You have the fame 


8 ha _ 
hat C 
he 
m de 
ation 


e argument to uſe for your children; for 
A | are — become, by your faith, , the 


with God: [his I Gn 
de at iar abel, and their ſeed" after 
em. web will be aGod' 10 thee, und to thy ſeed 
protniſe of Gods covenant 
ith Abraham; and it is the whole ſcope and 
ſign of che Apoſtle Paul, in hen e of | 


Abrabam is ſtill in forte and being, and 


che natural poſterity of Abrabam-are in- * 
broken off, yet the believing Gentiles 
grafted into che Tame olive tree, in their 


. 
HE. 
N ＋ . 


wk ny antiently promiſed to Abrabanis 
No the bleſſing wherewith our 
2 — 5 $ bleſs was this, 7 will be a God io 


Jon to alledge, the Tame plea to make, the 


3 "0 ane dun The e 20 
and your ſeed; plead: it wich Gad, pleat 
earneſtly for your dear offspring, . -Lo 
e they are my children, thou Haſt enabl 
me by thy grace to lay hold on thy e 
4 nant for myſelf; 1 — 55 now lay hold 
< it 5 my children too, O that they mig] 
Alive 4 — thee! be thou a God unto thell 
. «. according to thy. word, and make the 
„ thine; Lord give them a Perfect Hoon 
This: is one argument. 44 
2.) Conſequently upon this," holy wag 
may plead their dedication of their Ge 
0 God, by his own appointment. Sol 
had been conſecrated to God in the ordiga 
of circumciſion: thereby he was receiv a ing 
the viſible church, and God's mark was ſety 
on him. This might very well afford Da 
an encouraging argument to plead in pray 
Tord I have given up this my ſon 
« thee, I have done it by-thine own appdit 
ment and command, I have ſolemnly « 
„ ſecrated him to thy ſervice ; behold 
mark is upon him! Lord caſt him not 
05 utterly, own him for thy ſon, and mall 
* him thine for ever. This David had 
plead with God. Now baptiſm is the cin 
<1/ion of Chriſt, or of the chriſtian diſpenſas 
Coll. ii. 11, 12. And you that have, in 
ſame manner, devoted your children og 
in baptiſm, have the ſame arguments to p 
and the lame ene to lay b 


in 5 0 hes — 6 „Lord my cl. 
den are thine, I have ſolemnly given them 
up to thee, at thine on command; and 
wilt thou not graciouſly accept that offer- 
ing which thou waſt pleas d to demand? 
O! let not any of my children, which - 
have been conſecrated to thee, and thy 
rrice, be the portion of the deftroyer'; 
ord give them thy grace, Lora 1527 : 
them a perfect heart. 5 

Theſe are the peculiar arguments, Which g 
y parents have to plead with God in behalf 
their children: viz. his covenant with them, 


3 


their ſeed; and their folemn ror % 1 
heir children to God, in the met Dds of 2 


bwn appointment. ONES ä 
I. The third thir eh I 57055489. "for : 
plc of this diſcourſe, was a { erious addreſs 
to Parents and cheir children about this 
ter. 
irſt, To you e- are parents, 1 ihe a 
pus word or two to leave with yo. As 
Tam afraid that the things; which have 
| ſpoken, may, with but too much reaſon, 
me and humble ſome of you; for that 
_ not been ſo much concerned about 
ſouls of your children, and you have not 
h ſo earneſt with God in prayer for them, 
ou ſhould have been. It is well if all of : 
who are parents, muſt not take ſhame & 
eelves upon this account; O! my frlends, | 
„ a truſt bas God. committed to us, and 

| _— - C 5 * et 
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if 1 3 Nun. we > alas 1 7 How: ſhi 
awe anſyer for our charge another day 5 
C 


t. have done, to ſave our o 


[ 58 v uls ? ? One often hears people compla 
Ing of wicked children; I pity deem wn 


my heart. But let me aſk. D Jue 


tion tog, Did you ever pray this pra 
your. children in good carneſt? , 3 


chem a perfect heart. Have you dend 


| te with Gad for his grace to beh 


ſtowed on. your dear offspring; have you be 
daily interceſſors at the throne: of. grace 8 
the Fouls of your children? what: pains; I 
you taken to Gaftruf and teach them the ge 
ways ef holineſs? Have you eyer dealt ſer 
1y with them about their ſouls? Alas 
there not but too much reaſon, that 


. 4 Nine N yourſelves, and mourn 


as well as weep over your. 
rar ew., and wicked children. May you 1 


read your ſin in your puniſhment? They: Oral 


"P's bet is not one reaſon. of it, that you toc 
little or no pains to make them good? Tram 
leave your own conſciences to anſwer th 
eee but let me tell van ey are ve 

rious ones. | 

2.):Let me has ith you 2m 
of advice and direction. I would hape f 
by this time, at leaſt, you are concerned 


far childrens ſouls; and you are Gali 


ow great a duty lies upon you, to as — 


ren refers pee beute! 
* to you ſome of thoſe mean S Whicl 
| aſt uſe. in Okdker heteunto, tho? yep 
the grace of © "God for. * 
„ taccels of the As chat | 
Tou mould be diligent in inſtru, 120 5 Jing them 
the things of *Godl and cheirfalvation ;' and 
tin your inſtru uctiens ions Detime 3 
ius are yer! Wort: 10 
m early with good princi les a 
ptations which they will foon meet with. 
chem of their native corruption, in 
ch chey were born, and tell | ar 
F only Saviour of young or old ſinners. 


plain to them, in the eaſieſt manner you : 


the nature and neceſſity of repentance, 
regeneration, and faith in our Lord Fe- 
FChrit, the meaning of "their baptiſmal 
ant, and the obligations they are Sud 
Lonally to 145 hold on it, and & 7k them- | 
res to God. | 
Taithfully reprove em of their Klees 
by no means wink at, or make light 
their little fins; for theſe will harden their 
ſciences, and make room for greater. 
Always let the manner of your inſtructions 
i reproofs be with Jerioufne/s and gravity, 
H with kindneſs and tenderneſs, ſuch as may 
convince them of your love and concern 
heir 
i C 2 


- p 


% * rr * v N N 1 . 5 NN 7 1 7 » . 
a Won : . reer R 8 bn” wa * a Y * RC * 
r E Ros IG OE BE as ox A r 15 Z 
& s N 3 a ' Kh INE > | W 232 8 * as 
; wy 7 5 „ e 3 is Oy NS Ev. BEv2 © TBE”. ER 
8 ; =& an EA N 8 : Rs, Mt « - 1 7 ee e BEEN 
= y Kr 4" + 3%, ' 2 bg, 1 $6 8 > 5 (1 E 7 5 
. vas * N 4 n 0 . 2 * RP 
N * * vw » I» 5 1 y- . 
Aha | b 8 o » Ys * 
3 Lig” 
2 


i *. 8 4 3 . > 2 * | \ | . PEA ; x 
* 2 A : 5 a a 15 2 
. : : ; 3 


5 . ot to ally you «add 4 bey cn ey 
£0 before them in the ways of piety. To RE. 
Teach them to pray, by. praying ich 
them. Keep up the worſhip of Gad cons 
ſtantly in your families; and direct and er 
bort them to pray by themſelves in ſecret, 
Whenever you perceive that they are un 
der convictions, O | watch and improve che 
happy opportunity, to deal ſeriouſiy with 
them, and encourage cheir return to God... i 
you have reaſon to hope that there is a good 
work begun in them, adviſe them to join in you 
communion with ſome church of Chriſt 3 this wit 
will be an excellent means of their confirmas«Þ wil 
tion, and a probable ſecurity R future thi 
hacklliding and apoſtacy. yo 
Above all forget not that means Which you thy 
find in our text, and that is prayer. O! be 
earneſt and importunate with God, be daily 
interceſſors with him for the fouls of you 
dear children. Beg it of him, who is the 
God of grace, that he would give your cl 
dren a perfect heart. I cloſe now, 
Secondly, With a ſerious addreſs to childrel 
and young perſons themſelves. My deat 
young friends, you have heard of tice: great 
importance your converſion and piety is, 
from what I have been ſaying to your parents, 
jo that I need not add much to you in parti Þ 
_ cular: I will however leave with you thay fro 
four iner. 1 * the 


40 Hare 


chem, as "well as bleſs Go 
Let this reconcile you to thoſe reproofs which 


"Fi Have you avdly penn. who ray fir 
you, and who gn a 3 80188555 for 
your ſouls? Take it kind! * thankful to 

for 1 arents. 


they ma) - ſometimes ſee it needful to give 
you. How -unreaſonable, how barbarous 
4 it be, to treat their inſtructions or re- 
proofs with contempt! Sure you ſhould, at 
leaſt, love them and honour them the more, 
for chis great concern which they ſhew for 
doe for your ſouls. They know, that 
without this perfect heart We in you, you 
will be wretched and miſerable creatures. 
their bowels yearn over you, they long to ſee 
you good, and ſecur'd of happineſs. Take 
this Kindly - from them, and account not only 
of their inſtructions and advice, bur of their 
reproofs too as the tokens of their love. 
2.) Join with. your god! parents in put- 
ting up this prayer for yourſelves ; Lord give 
me a perfect heart! tis that on which all 
four happineſs depends. O! that you were 
ut convinced how needful'a bleſſing this is: 


for you and T'am'fure-you would never think | 
it too ſoon to be converted, and become new 


creatures. I would fain hope that ſome of 
you do really deſire this; then, 
3.) Be encouraged to ſer about converſion, 
from the advantages which you have, as being 
the children of holy pro tg Remember, 


? rm of you whoſe fappineG this is' to have- 


C 3 8 godly 
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tual bleflings, than che 


nov if you are but n and F to-be 
as perhaps you think for. Godand C 


people. But then rememt 


rents, and all the peculiar advantages whiehy 


ment, the moſt dreadful condemnatioꝝ eta . 


then be on the file againſt you, their ſerious 
admonitions and repropfs, and it Tray: be to, 


godly. parents, + wig you 1 


; childres'of wic 
men; there are many promiſes to encaurag 
you, and there are 5 Prayers on the fle 
as it were, which hay put up 


converted, no doubt but ſthe work will eaſily 
be done; there will be no ſuch difficulty in it 
riſt will 
moſt readily receive you, who are the gh 
dren of his ſervants, the ſeed of n 
more 8 | 6. N 


4.) That if all 2 8 Frame — 
have been put up for you, by your good p 


you have for religion, you ——— 2 
ed and vile, you muſt expect the heavieſt ju 


finners. Thoſe prayers of your parents will 


the ſtrivings of the Spirit of Cod, at ſores 
times with your, own. ſouls, will riſe. up in 
judgment againſt you. Ol. then it would 
have been better for you to have been bern 
of heathen parents than of Chriſtians. But 
Ged forbid that it ou ow this with. L_ 


of you. e wr 
; A hg ro N » wy 9] 


young finner convinc d; or. 8 e- 
. and — of — fins. 


" my youth, 


FF IHE fins d belles 4 as gene- 
rally made very light of of; to ſay of 
| TR. the vileſt action, it was Fa: trick. of 
youth,. palliates, the. matter and almoſt excu- 
ſes it: thus it is in the common account of 
men, but if we look into the word of God 
(that boek according to which old and ydung 
ſhall be judged — — day) we ſhall find the 
ſins of youth quite - otherwiſe rated there. 
There young men are exhorted to be 2 
minded, and warned to fly you hful luſts, as 
moſt dangerous and een to their 8 
We find that David had a very humbling 
-"N fenſe of his youthful ſins, from his prayer for 
che pardon of them, Pſalm xxv. 7. Remem- 


ber — the ſius of 25 youth, nor Su tranſgreſ- 


2 f 10nsS 5 according a; y mercy remember thou 
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| 7 he young e comine'd; or %% = 
= 1 thy g Lord. We and cuf 
Solomon 61 he in his Erelefates, bitterly I h 
rns his youthful faults and frolicks. And you 
ob lets us know, in the text, how grievous bitt 
he remembrance of his youthful iniquitie l in 
was to him: theſe were ſins which he hadlff tbe 
committed long ago, but he had not done are 
with them yet; for a humbling and aMflicting int: 
ſenſe of their guilt ſtuck faſt to his ſoul, im! 
in his advanced years, and pierc'd him chro v] 


with many ſorrows. Theſe were the bitter - 
things which he ſpeaks of in the former part 
of the text, Thou writeſt bitter things againſt 
me. The latter clauſe explains the former, 
and declares what theſe bitter things were, in 
viz. the iniquities of bis youth. God's writing 
bitter things againſt. bes ſignifies his chargs 
ing him with the guilt of thoſe ſins; and Ta 
the wotds are very expreſlive of Job's diſtreſs 
nnd fear, left-God. ſhould condemn dur * 
his youthful ſins and follies. 4 
Il ſuppoſe there may be an allufion' in our 
text to the antient cuſtom, of writing bills of 
accuſation againſt malefactors, in which were 
ſpecified the crimes they were condemned for 

and theſe were publiſh'd for the vindicating of 
publick Juſtice. Thus Pilate writ our Sa. 
viour's accuſation, and nail'd it to his crols 
in which was ſpecified the pretended crime” 
that he was condemned for, viz. that he was. 
or that he ſet up himſelf to be, the King" of. 
the card — in alien to ſome ſuch 
Sy cuſtom. 


which h he take Cod, rondeminingh : 
youthful ſins, - in theſe words, Thou writeft 
bitter things ee *me, that is, as it follows 
in the latter clauſe, Thou mateſt me to poſſeſs 
the iniquities of my youth. In theſe words there 
are two things to be conſidered and inquired - 
into, which will make way: for a 9 
improrement of them! p 
I. What are . peculiar iniquite or fins. | 

—_ youth. 
II. What it is for a man to be dah 
poſſeſs the iniquities of his youtn. 
11 What are we to underſtand here by the 
iniquities of youth? There is no doubt but 
they take in all the ſins which are committed 
in our younger years. We come ſinners into 
the world; being ſbapen in iniquity and con- 
ceived in fin, Pſalm li. 3. and we are called 
tranſgreſſors from the womb, Iſaiah xlviii. 8. 
It is an inquiry but of little moment, how 
ſoon we begin to commit actual ſin? Solomon 
has obſerved long ago that fooli/hnefs is bound 
up in the heart of a cbild, and noſooner, almoſt, 
do children begin to act at all, but we may 
make the ſame obſervation ourſelves : : natural 
corruption diſcovers itſelf with the firſt glim- 
merings of reaſon, and viſibly taints, almoſt, 
our earlieſt actions: well may we therefore | 
be called tranſgreſſors from the womb, It is 
further certain from ſcripture that every ſin 
deſerves God's wrath and curſe, and makes 
ä "- 5 "nn 


£ 


the: : St re to Wie . 1008 of chil th, 0 0 


and youth not excepted. V | 
for every fin that we ever committed i in 4 
our lives; and was one only to be excep 


dut of the general pardon, one ſin of our 


youngeſt years, that would for ever exclude 


us out of heaven, and fink our guilty ſouls: 


into the pit of ' burnings. We ought theres! 
fore to be humbled before God for the ſins of 
our very childhood and outh, and to pray 
with David, that He would remember us with 
mercy, with reſpect to our youthful ni.. 

But beſides this general account of youth- 
ful ſins, it may be very proper to take a 
more particular and diſtinct account of them. 
For it is evident that there are ſome partieu- 
lar fins which. young perſons are 2 
cially prone to, and which may therefore, 
moſt properly, be called the ſins of —— 
and to ſuch ſins, it is highly veobable; our 
text has a ſpecial reference. Though the 
corruption of nature inclines us to all fin, 
and works in us, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, all 
manner of concupiſcence ; yet it does not fol- 
low that every man muſt be equally prone to 
every ſin; nay, experience aſſures us that this 
is not the caſe: very often the temperament 
of the body favours one luſt more than ano- 
ther; hence ſome people are naturally paſſio- 
nate, Others are as naturally addicted to 
drunkenneſs, or uncleanneſs, or the like: ſo 
the different ages of human life have f 
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ſome Ing are, in a ſpec 
quities of youth; that is, ſuch ſins, as young: 


perſons: are commonly. moſt. prone to; and 
— are alſo the ſins of manhood, MP of - 


old age. Peculiar , temptations. ſurround us 


in every ſtage, and in every circumſtance of 
our pilgrimage. The iniquities of youth fall 
under our conſideration at preſent; and I will 
take the liberty to mention ſome. of chem. | 
not, I am. ſure, with a deſign to expoſe any 
young perſons, but merely to caution them, 
and to point out where their greateſt danger 


lies, that they way the better ayoid and 


eſcape. it. 

The prevailing iniquities of youth are 
commonly ſuch as theſe. _ 

1.) Pride and ſelf-conceit. . Theſe, ir i is 
true, are vices which ſtick cloſe to our nature, 
and we ſhall hardly ever get quite rid off them, 
*till mortality and corruption ſhall be de- 
ſtroyid together. Pride ſeems. to have been 
the "Geſt. in both of angels, and men. The 
Devil was lifted up with pride, and ſo fell in- 
to condemnation, 1 Tim. iii. 6. and this was 
undoubtedly the ruin of our firſt parents; 
they affected to be like Gods, but thereby ſunk 
8 ruin and miſery. And now ever ſince 


the fall, pride has incorporated itſelf into the 


nature of man. But whether it is, that when 
wie grow up to years of diſcretion, we ſee the 
tolly of. W. and ſo really become more 


hum- 


commence men, in our own conceit, and 
fancy ourſelves mighty wiſe: It was antiently 
_ obſerved of young men, who go to the U- 
niverſities (and human nature is juſt the ſame 
ſill) that the firſt year of their ſtudies, they 
are no. leſs than Doctors in their own con- 
ceit, they know every thing and underſtand 
every thing; the ſecond year they grow to 
be ſcholars; and it may be (if they have 
a tolerable good genius) by the third or fourth? 
years, they begin to be humbled into learn- 
ers: for to know our own ignorance is truly 
one of the laſt things that weilearn. Pride 
and ſelf-conceit are intimately woven into the 
character of the young prodigal in the para- 
ble, Luke xv. He would not, truly, be 
made a boy of all his life, and be under his 
father's government, now he was grown a 
man: he thinks himſel very capable of ma-.Fſous 
naging for himſelf, and therefore he defires wo- 
that he might have his portion in his 9 ces 
on ng, 5 : hands. 
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0 hands. 5 Civ Me, ſays he to his-father, | 1mpu- 8 
n dently enough, give me the portion of goods 
le bat falleth to me. I I am now come to years 

« of diſcretion, and I'll warrant that I know 
p how to govern myſelf, and manage my 
n + own affairs, as. well as any body can for 
me; therefore pray let me have my liberty, 


ll acquit myſelf like a man. This is a 
Wively, and alas ! but too natural a deſcription 
of the minds and thoughts of the generality 
of young perſons; for pride and conceit are 
ices and Gllies which youth is greatly prone 
Wt | vo 
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J cannot paſs this head, without the follow- 
Ing remark. When I take a view of youth and 
old age, and obſerve the different inclinations, 
Ind paſſions, of thoſe very different ſtages | 
of human life; I am ready to ſay, Lord, 
hat a ridiculous creature is man grown! 
hat a monſter of folly has ſin made him 
ride is Obſerved to be the prevailing ſin of 
outh, and e to be, as generally, 
he prevailing ſin of old age. What in the 
7orld can be more prepoſterous, than for 
young men to be proud, and old men covet- 
Jous? Was it juſt the contrary, it would not 
be quite ſo bad, or at leaſt, not quite ſo ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous: were young men covet- 
Jous, and old men proud, -methinks they 
would have ſomething to ſay for it; theſe: vi- 
ces would then appear with a better N 
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and leave me to myſelf ; ne er doubt but 
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knows more than "others, a 


| ſuperior knowledge, which his age at 
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all, and was the only wiſe man upon the face 


ſame e ching in the *. of ſeripture; and 


aaa wich: ſomething. like reaſon on their 
The old man has ſeen more e others, 


might allow him to be 4 Starts e cha 


perience have given him. The young: 1 man, 
who expects to live a great while longer, ang 
probably may do ſo if he is provident an 
ring, who will blame him? Nay though! hi 
uld be a little covetous, moſt people 

would be very * to excuſe i It's We thouldthe: 


man, rg is ee — ih * 
as he is going out of it, is (as the famous 
Sir Thomas Moor uſed to ſa y) like a thief that 
ſteals as he is going to the gallows. - On : 
the other hand, to ſee a young creature, wha 
has but juſt, almoſt,  open'd his eyes on the 

world, who knows very little, and has h 
no experience, to ſee ſuch a creature, ping 
and conceited, to hear him give his een 


and cenſure, and condemn, as if he kr 


of the earth, what can be more prepoſterous?) 
How wretchedly is human nature ſunk by the 
fall! The wicked man and the fool are the 


cer· 


ar, bar! too —— iniquities ef — ncy And. 
this — flows _ of the former 
prings of pride -conceit':: as the young 
edlen. being conceited of — 4 
magement, grew impatient. of his fa- 
ries reſtraints, / and would ſubmit to his go- 
alvcrnment' no longer. Obedience to parents 
en is one of the peculiar duties of young wr 
ons; and it is a duty which the ſcripture 
hty ſtreſs upon. 
u mandments is all about it, a ſpecial bleſſing 
10's promiſed to the practice of it, and it is de- 
aclared to be a thing which is peculiarly plea- 
ang co Gad. - Children, obey your parents in all 
uy bigs, for this is well-pleafing unto the Lord, 
Coll. ni. 20. On the other hand, diſobedience 
to parents is a grievous ſin, and the curſe of 
God is threatened to it over and over; Curſed 
be he that ſetteth tight by his father or bis mo- 
ther, Deut. xxvii. 16. The eye that mocketh at 
his father, and deſpiſetb to obey his mather, the 
ravens 'of the valley Hall pick it out, and the 
cell 10ung eagles ſball 2 it, Prov. xxx. 17. He 
bbat ſniteth his father, or his mother, ſhall fure- 
— ly be put to death, Exod. xxi. 15. The very 
nd 
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Heathens had ſuch an abhorrence of this ſin, 


chat * contrived the molt exquiſite torments = 
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o puniſh: parricides, or 
"puniſh parricides, or 


thern ſack, with a ſerpent, an 2 a dog, and pla 
a coc (an unnatural mixture of creatures, a 
an emblem of unnaturalneſs) and fo -wagi 
thrown into the ſea, or into the next- Pond and 
and drowned. Beware of this ſin of diſobe- 
dience to parents, as you love your parents, N. 
as you fear God, and as you value your 
own ſouls. LE TEMPS IO LES oo Oey pen 
3.) An-inordinate love of ſenſual pleaſure of 
is another, too common, iniquity of youth. 
The young prodigal, for inſtance, as ſoon as con 
he was got from under his father's eye, is re- per 
preſented, as immediately ſwallowed up in hi 
all manner of ſenſual pleaſures, to which he tha. 
was prompted by the heat of his youth can 
Some ſenſual pleaſures are in themſelves unlatm- reli 
ful; ſuch as rioting and drunkenneſs, chamber to 
ing and wantonneſs. There is need to exhort gre 
young perſons, to fly theſe youthful Iuſts, as Hall 
they would the plague, and to keep out of mil 
the way of all temptations to them. There tim 
are other ſenſual pleaſures which are in them hav 
ſelves lawful ; but yet there is danger of abu- be 1 
ling them, and of loving them, and foll W. 
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and pleaſures for youth: but the danger is, 
of loving and following pleaſure intempe- 
rately, and inordinately, putting it in the 

place of buſineſs, and, what is worſe, in the 
dy and the moſt of our thoughts; this is living 
ei pleaſures, and thoſe that do ſo, are dead 
while-they live, 1 Tim. v. 6. They are dead 
to Cod; dead as to the great ends and purpo- 
ſes of their creation, and are in great danger 
of the ſecond and eternal death. Once more, 


* 


| 4 A «careleſs ; neglect of religion 4 is, too 


e perſons are apt en, m themſelves a great 
in while to live, and therefore they ſuppoſe, 


that the great work of preparing for eternity 


cannot be a matter of any great haſte: beſides 


16 

h. 

v2 Ireligion is too grave and ſerious a buſineſs 
Ito mind at preſent; it will ſuit better with = 
rt 
18 
5 
Ce 


grey hairs and decrepid age. But alas ! this is 

all but ſuppoſition, or rather 'tis all certain 
miſtake : the preſent time may be the only 
time, which the youngeſt - perſon ſhall ever 
„have to prepare for an eternal world; it may 
be now gr never: and ſuppoſe this reckoning 
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younger years. It is nothing unbecoming 
fant 3 innocent mirth well ſuits their years, 
and God has provided ſuitable entertainments 


commonly, an iniquity of youth. Young 


to come ſhould prove a miſtake, 


„ des e 
ho fatal, w dreadful bk the miſtake | 
be! Tis all a miſtak ä 
would any ways 7 
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youth, to live thus in a careleſs neglect 


ſay: Tis ſtill more fad; chat many. young 
_ perſons not only neglect religion,, hut n 


more of it, than only a few ſentenges,: 
97 has * by the end, to crack on, co. 


3 


too, that true 


and that ie n buſineſs more ſuitable to th 
time of old age: would y e- W gre 


try, they would find cat rel ion-would eng he 
ry way improve their joys and comforts; that c: 


the ſervice of God. is ns very a all, baun ie 


tt: thee: * great n 190; 2a Th 
therefore a lamentable iniquity, and folly: of 


ligion, and to put off the great — 
lite, upon a vain, or, at beſt, a very ur 


| preſumption of another, and , even 


more convenient ſeaſon: yet how common io 
caſe this is with young perſons, I need non at 


a jeſt and banter of it. Tis now a days be 
come a mighty. accompliſhment among; the 
faſhionable youth of the age, to be able to 
break a jeſt upon ſcripture, and to turn thing 


ſacred into ridicule. I have thought, ſome e 


times, was it not for the ſin, and pen ou. 
this practice, which is ſhocking, to a ſeric 
mind; which would it more juſtly movay 
one's indignation or laughter? to hear a young way 
imart fellow, who very likely has never readfiforn 
the Bible, or however certainly knows: ng 750 
; winep as tt 


Who hage been poring on tho Bib for bal 
a century. Was it not for the We im- 
at of theſe. young gentlemen, one uid: 

gh at LOIN OA: and i impertinence. 
e ä 0 215 
chem that there i is a time coming when they 
ill grow more ſerious they will certainly 


ver they will then be ſoon convine'd, that reli- 
Seren the word of God were no-xfling; 
a/ ĩ èͤ ere th i n 
ikea . have given you a brief view of 
he iniquities of youth, and have inſtancd 
in a thoſe ſins which young) perſons are 
ore eſpecially prone too. We come now | 
II. Foſhew 1 you what it is for a man to be 
made — iniquities of bis 
Thou makeſt me to ſth {5 the iniquities of my. 
youth, "ſays Job. A le the-pleafare- of his 


youthful . that was all over and 


way remain ſtill. He had committed them 


Thou makeſt me to poſſeſs them) that is, da 
as to the remembrance of them; and, ſecond 

ly, as to the ſad conſequences of them: Wich 
he either ages or feared. Firſts 


talk more decently: on a death-bed, or. how- 


— 
long ago; but the ſins themſelves did ſome 
formerly, but he had not done with them yet; 
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ly better than as the caſe really is: | "The 
Pleaſure of fin is but for a moment, and thenl 
it is gone, and gone for ever; ay, but ther 
is the remembrance of it which will be apt e 
ſtick by us, and torment us whether We will 
or no: for the remembrance of ſin is natura 
ly diſquieting and bitter. Before we commif 
in, *tis in our power to refrain from it; ths! 
Devil himſelf can do no more than temp 

us, but he cannot force us: but when we have 
committed ſin, it is not in our power to for 
get it; conſcience will be apt to remind us 
it, whether we will or no. And when God a 
wakens conſcience, and ſets it on work, there 
1s not ſuch a troubleſome and tormenting 
gueſt to a ſinner in all the world; he cannot 
get rid off it, it will ſtick by him day and 
night, and will be perpetually putting him is 


mind of his former fins, of thoſe 1niquities}Fter 
of his youth which he hoped to have heard nome 
8 FF 


alrays — out ech — e of 

Job, we have reaſon to believe, was in a 
— ſtate, Cod had werf r Mm che ini 

quities of his youth, and yet He the e it 
proper to humble him ſtill, by reviving a 
bitter remembrance of them in his conſcience. 
David was pardon'd his fin in the matter of 
Lriab, but it loſt him the comfort of his life 
or all that: he could. not forget it; the like 
/alm ſhows how" bitter the remembrance of 
at ſin was to him, even after it was par- 
don'd : and it is generally obſerved, that he 
ſpeaks and writes in a more melancholy ſtrain 
n all his compoſures after: that affair, than 
ze uſed to do before: he was made to poſſeſs 
the bitter remembrance of that ſin all his 
days. And ſo the ſins and follies of youth 
do often lay in a ſtore of ſorrow, and bitter 
reflection for all the life after. 

Secondly, We may be made to poſſe 5 che 
iniquities of our youth, as to the ſad: conſe- 
quences, and effects of them; and this was 
vhat Job both felt and fear'd. He already 
felt ſome ef the ſad conſequences of his 
outhful ſins, and it is probable that he fear'd 
ſtill more and worſe. The bare remembrance 
of ſin is one ſad effect of it; but then it is 
the fear of the future conſequences of in, 
which makes the preſent remembrance ſo bit- 
ter and tormenting. Was there no puniſh- 
no ment of fin to be feared hereafter, the re- 
ore . view 


to tis finner's ee Eiere ler uon 


a are more particularly, hat the con 
of ſin are, and are like to be, 


Aber ially of the iniquities of outh 3" f JC C 7 


this life, and in that which isto 1 
Fi . In this: life, the conſequence d 
youthful ſins is often very ſad, both as tot 
outward, and inward N body, and foul 
[32809 As to the body, and worldly eftate 
both of them are many times waſted," nnen 
in'd by the iniquities of youth. When Thi 


young prodigal had given up the reins to H 5 


uſts, and devoted himſelf ro unlawful ple 


5 ſures, the ſad conſequence ſoon appeared 


for in a ſhort time, he had waſted his eftate 
and reduced himſelf to beggary, - — 
and wretchedneſs: a lively emblem this, *« 
many an unhappy young man. How oftal 
has the health of 'the bedy been broken, ** 
all a man's life, by the debaucheries — 
youth ? If the young debauchee lives tot 
old, which rarely happens, he has laid in g 


ſore of growing infirmities, which will make: 


his old age doubly uncomfortable; and, what 
is worſe ſtill, will | perhaps intail diſeaſes an 
Pains on his poſteri after him. Add to chi 
the ſhame that frequently follows upon 


fins of youth, and ſticks RY man as long acti 


lives 5 


has 
ot 
anc 
wr 1 
Or 


of 
bee 


Ma v 


OU 


1 wh * viz. 5 tare mee, booth 
be apply'd to many others, A unnd and 
Jer, honour ſhall be get, and bis reproad Hall not 
e wiped away. It would de endleſs to reckon 
up all che miſchievous conſequences of pry ni 3 5 
ful ſins to tie body, and eſtate, and to the 
circumſtances of this preſent life, Now mei 
may be ſaid to poſſeſs the ſins of their youth, 
o long as they feel, and ſuffer the wo ful con- 
uences of —— 5 9181 . 2 
The effects are, many 
ru. — ſtill more ſad dere the ſoul or inward 
tuaman. Hereby the nobler faculties are deba- 
ed and ſpoiled. Many a briſk and liveh 
houng man has ſotted and debauched himſelf, 
Into a creature, little! better than a brute. By 
hat time he has come to manly years, when 
pe ſhould have been moſt fir for buſineſs, he 
has been good for juſt nothing. And, what 
ws worſe: than all Echt, the indulging of 
youchful luſts tends to harden the conſcience; 
Hand to render an afte repentance next to im- 
5 poſſi ble, for can the Ethiopian change bis tin, 
r the Leopard bis ſpots? then may they. alſo do 
od that are acruſtomed todo evil, Jer. x1. 23. 
or ſuppoſe God ſhould work fuch a miracle : 
andFo! grace, on one whoſe younger years have 
thü been foully ſtain'd with ſm, yet then, as 1 
the have obſerved before, the remembrance of 
he youthful ins * be apt to ſadden the heart, 
es and | 


. > nd RR * F l a La 1 : . 
WWW WVG 
* Nn 3 E r yas LW” 

n r $6 e 4 — e f 
+ 3 * ks 8 1 N. Owen xa hr A . RY 
I Fo ** 4 woot * n FTE LY + 

— 4 . £ 3 * ; 5 


48. e cont 
and perhaps make the man uncomfoi 
long as He Ives. Many- 4 true penitent ba, | 
this ſenſe poſſeſs'd the iniquities of his youthj 
and mourn'd over them to his dying-day 
But let us go farther, and  ' 
Secondly, Take a ſhort view of the dreads 
ful conſequences and puniſhment of youthful 
fins in the next world. We are aſſured in the 
word of Cod that theſe ſhall be brought int 
the account of the great day, and that me 
ſhall be judged for the iniquities of thel 
youth, as well as for the ſins of their ripet 
years. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy beart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth, Pas walk in the ways of thy heart, and 
in the fight of thine eyes: 2 know thou, tba 
for all theſe things God will bring thee ini 
Judgment, Exclet. xi. 9. God'/hall bring eve 
work into judgment, and every ſecret thing hi 
ther it be good or evil, Ecclel. xii. 14. Thoſe 
ſecret ſins and follies of youth, which a ma 
would not for the world that they ſhould: be 
known, for they would ruin his reputationy 
and make him aſham'd to ſhew his head; all 
theſe, if they are not repented of, and pas 
don'd, will e're long be publiſh'd and knowl 
to all the world. Conſcience may be ſo hats 
den'd by youthful ſins, as that for the preſent 
they may give the ſinner no uren 3 but; 
alas ! conſcience is only laid aſleep for f 
time, it will ſurely rouſe and wake another 
day, and will be in the ſinner's breaſt lixe a 
nau 


/ 


ity. Art chou afraid of the auſterities of 4 


ind ſelf-denial? But think, what it will be to 


4 


he jeſt of thy companions, - ſhouldſt 


Devils, thine everlaſting tormenters: doſt 
hou prefer thy ſenſual appetites to God and 
hy ſoul ? wilt thou eat and drink with the 
trunken ? Remember the rich glutton in hell, 
ow he is tormented in thoſe flames, and 
ot a drop ef water to cool his tongue: re- 


ind worſe than we can deſeribe, or con- 
eive, all this will be eternal. Know there- 
ore, O young man, know and conſider. it, 


bat for all theſe things God will bring thee 
to judgment and if thou doſt not repent of 
he we of thy youth, thou wilt be made 
o poſſeſs them in the bitter remembrance, 
and pain, and puniſhment to all eternity. 
Thus I have explained the text; what re- 

mains, is that we endeavou rto make ſome ſuit- 
enable and practical improvement of it. 
gl 0 | 


youthful jults any -more, ſtop, and bethinſe 


religious life, of a little ꝓreſent mortification,' 
ndure che pains of Hell for ever Art thou a- 


| i 


_ 
4 
. 
* 


orm, and ſet thy heart to religion? But 


aember that all this, and infinitely more, 


hile thou art indulging thy youthful luſts, 


8 *. p 20 F- KS 8 
- 1 * 8 N ; FA - 
1 I : . = d : . * 8 dt Fe. } 
* * 7 pf * . * 4 "IS a * f } | : 12 
| ; n : x 0 i > % 34 : + * _ 
* V5 on 1 1 1 * * . . 5 2 2 4 - 
2 1 yum 8 5 k . 188 4 — * 4 R 5 ig not el — E 5 2 
* 0 * . 2 LINE e l N "Ys. * N 2 & 3 2 n 5A 


i wire is no: ee for lining. We 
-- :are apt to make very light of * the: ip. f 
youth, they are zricks of youth, we ſay 3, burou 
text calls them by another name, they 
the iniquities o — ; (Fob was made 1 
know, | that they are not Tuch light matten g 
they are commonly thought for; for dhe re! 
8 of his youthful ſins ſat heavy. ot 
his conſcience, - now in his advanced year 
Know, O young men! that Cod requires and 
expects duty from you, and that your fi 
are as provoking to God, as any others; and 
if they are not repented of, and pardoned 
through the merits of Chriſt, you will ſurely 
be condemned for them, and doom'd 8 
endleſs miſery. It will be no excuſe to ſay 
at the laſt day, they were tricks of youth 
for let them be committed when they wally 
they were iniquities and fins againſt God, andy 
as ſuch, they deſerve the torments of hell fox 
. Nay it will be ſo far from a reaſons 
able excuſe, that they were committed i 
youth, that this is rather a grievous aggravas 
tion of them. It is certain that youthful ſing 
have ſome peculiar aggravations, more thai 
the fins of our advanced years are commonly 
attended with, I will inſtance in theſe . sn. 
I.) Youth is that time of life, in which we 
ordinarily receive the greateſt favours and bleſs 
ſings from God; and therefore: the ſins. oh 


youth 


2 „ Treaty 
eſs and kindneſs of God, than 
"old age. Fe 


don forget our Maker, and turn rebels a. 
inſt him, an 

of your 
3 to s, and all it de che time of our Ha- 
d and contempt of "God? God forbid! Shall 
help you to reckon up ſome yy 8 favours. 


nd mereles Non "Go re vou 


ere born of f hy x pa 7 
leſſed With a religious EUR! . grin 


ou, while'm 


ncouraged to go to God, as your parents God, 


2 the r . = 8 f | : 
or ve have then but lately re. 
ed our being from God; 6 Pp 


Front him to his face?” The. 
js 4 time of much love from 


ad better means of ſalvation than hundreds 
nd thouſands of young perſons in the world: 

ou have always had'good examples ſet before 
other children could learn 
* from their parents hut ſin and wicked- 
you have had many earneſt prayers put 
p 1 you, by your good parents: you.: - 


nd to 28 chat he will be 0 od too. 2E 
D 2 gain 


* 5 ” <« 4 
. x 83 E. 


ve . der livve y 


5 arr do. you. ſee about thi. fireers, beg 
ging their bread, and hardly clothes to « 
3 them? Confider, this might haye deen f 
caſe. Let me rell you arther; chat now: li 
4. . our youth . al probability, the mall 
pleaſant and eafy part of all, your lives 
though 1 hardly expect to be zer 
young perſons when I ſay this; they are 
do expect mighty things in the world, an d 
from the world, when they are once th 
own maſters; but I am well. perſuaded wy 
the time of youth is, 9 2 
the eaſieſt and pleaſanteſt part of life. 
is the time in which providence does : 
ably ſmile on you; and can this be th 
Proper time for your finning againſt Gad q 
it be any excuſe of ſin that it was commit 
in youth? no, ſo much the worſe, there \ 
ſo much the more ingratitude in it, and 
much the more contempt of the goodneſs and 
Kindneſs of God, and ſo much the ſadder 
buſe of his rich and diſtinguiſhing mercy 
ſurely you can never be under greater oblig 
tions to holineſs and. obedience to God t 
now. Let me add this one thing farther, t that 
| the time of youth: is pun wy the time W 
= - which God is ſtriving with ſinners by his Sf 
1 Tit : the great and bleſſed God ſeems to b 
4 Al ſpecial favourable TI to > young f 


2 of his 222 'more than he — 


we 


ty alk — young friends, has- 


er yeara.: I 
Od been ſtri 


not the ble 


vor _— were to 4 1 
n 700 un TIED Ho 1 
. and Ss you, in t 0 n 9 
kindneſs, ergo on 10 i ge youthful 1: 


OT Cod Ane rebel 
Or, will you not reckon yourſelves t 
peculiarly: ſtrong 0 now in 5 - 
youth, to remember Cod your Creator, ani 
to become his dutiful and obedient children s 
2.) The time of youth is that time in . - 3 nt 
we maß do moft for God. It is the fitteſt time 
of all to ſet about religion, and to enter on 1 
God's ſervice, becauſe then moſt may be _ 
for his honour and pore” Now awhilft 3 
8 Vers and faculties are ſtrong 
lively," and. before vou - encumber' J 
the car and dur reste „life 3" now is your 
time to-do, Boch ſervice, and to nind * M 
concern of . * and ſecure.. the one thing 
needfull... Whikwlyou;come to Hoop under tie ® 
infirmities. = old? e, you wall End that.little 
can be done then for God and your ſouls : the 
hurries and thebuſineſs of 3 age will, it 
—_ be,. leave but little time for religion: 
forll LE = youth. 
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bis youth, w 
. of his 3 frer” 
q Fm on his conſe 

2 ke J 
light 


ore 
br of chem, a and y you will not in 
| Ty 10 another uſe, + F Wo 2 Te T 1 11 
1 Secondly, If i bs fo fades to 5 pode ah } 
1 quite OI youth, how dreadful muſt it be 
pPaooſſeſs all 4 ſins and iniquities apo 
fel ſinners of an advanced agg Fon 
> this: they have not only. the. fins e 
hut the fins of forty. ifty „or MS 
pears, or more, to Arne, of "at. che ba 
Cod. O! what a dreadful. L Jong. reck 
will you have When the day of Ju- 
do | bitter Will it e, [ 
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g are 
l 

: er 


| | intreat 2. to 17 1 13 — up a better port 0 
aagainſt old age than the iniquities of youth 
and that is by devoting your early years to 


. 


5 


3 uncom- 


* 


app; 
Ne wa 


or eternity, te 
ties of 


Je 

death IE Moy y t 
are made for ever. 

I leave this matter with y 
erious refle&ions, 
two or three directions before f 1 toe, Tf. 
you would not be made to poſſeſs the 1 iniqui- 
ties of your youth hereafter, F 
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28 are young, 


, fanQify'd. | Tou muſt. be Tregenerate, 3 A | 
3 _>_ creatures; or it will be alcogerhes a 


HY Sidi to ene pardonꝰd 
For this you muſt fd 
' Chrift, and lay hold on his righteo ſnels 
faith, to juſtify: your guilty ſoulꝭ: oi 
accept of him and conſent to him w 
your only propitiation and ae 
an offended NN LOS 
2.) Endeavbur all; to. get — fuk 

+ dued and” 1 or ify'd, and your ſouls” rgall 


again, and 5h 


ſible, either that G ſhould Jove'you,: whil 


| you are in this world, or receive you to 
preſence hereafter : 2 for without bolineſs 9 10 mM 
to cleanſe. you fro1 bineſs bot 
+ fb and ſpirit, . „ to inalle 208; to perf 
olineſs i in the fear of of God. e Fog. Þ 
3.) Habituate . to 20. of rel 
gion and piety hile you are young. by. * 


we commonly ſay, 18 a Sond nature, 
old cuſtoms tare hardly broke, bel 
[75:6 are od. or had. Thus the ear 
practice of 1 religion. will make it be OMe 
eaſy, and in a manner natural to you, i 
your riper and advanced years. Thoſe. di 
ties of ſelf-denial, which at firſt you maj 
find ſomewhat difficult, will by uſe and 
practice become not only very tolerableʒ bu 
very comfortable ; the reſiſting of tempra- 

tion 


more ready tg every good” Work. 


ligion and piety will grow up in you, as you 
5 3 . 4 \ 8 | F< * | . 
advance in years; you will not have the ini- 


youth to imbitter your future days 3 


ear that comes can brin 


"4 


ful then every new y | 
vou nothing but good, and every one wi 
bring you nearer to heaven, and the 


© 


7 <4 * £ £2 N i 
YE . , : 1 4 + 
- hus re- 5 | 


— 


- * A 4 . * i 2 F. - * 

« g ; d 22 ; ws 3 ; * Fe E „ 
1 * - 1 125 N 5A ” 4 Y * # 3%. we 5 A by * 3 1 * ” > "ws 25 
* ") Ss p 2 ** RE | 


- PrzLEMON, verſes. 10, 140% "fol 
a 2 1 1 
I 1 thee | 


time paſt was to thee unprofitable, bat 
now © profitable to thee and to me. 


1 55 4 


ESE words are part of a ſhort letter, 


- on a particular occaſion. It is not very 
certain who this Philemon was, any farther 


than that he was a chriſtian, large, y a man 


of ſome note: ſome have judged him to be 4 
miniſter in the church at Coloß, becauſe the 


Apoſtle ſalutes him with the title of his fellow: 


labourer (orsgy9s) verſe 1. but this will not 
prove that he was a miniſter, ſince in other 
Places, it is certain that private chriſtians, and 
even women, who ſome way or other ſerved 
and promoted the cauſe of chriſtianity, are 
ſtiled by the Apoſtle his fellow labourers, of, 
helpers; thus Rom. xvi. 3. Greet Priſcilla 
and . m) — (me in Chriſt Je- 


ſus. 


* my ſon C Qnetious, obo, 
1 have begotten in my bonds: which mt. 


-3$; 


written by the Apoſtle Paul to Philemon, 


ter to P. 


the grace of God, for the encouragement of 
the meancft and vileſt ſinners to fly to him for 
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mirage was 1 Gr 
to Philemon had robb' d his maſter,” and'run 
away from him; in his rambles he came to 
Rome, ' wete Paul was at that time a priſoner 
for the goſpel, and where providentiall y oo i 
ing les this Apoſtle's preaching; he was, by" 
the bleſſing of God, converted by itz upon 
which Paul ſends' him back to = 3 9 
with this letter, to teſtify the truth of his con- 
verſion, and to intreat his maſter Philemon to 
pardon him, and receive him again into his 5 
family. 8 . 

This epiſtle, though ſhort, and though writ. 
on ſuch a particular occaſion, 'is well worthy b 
of a place in the facred canon; for it contains # 
ma profitable inſtrüctions, Which are of ge- 1 
neral uſe: as, That no trüe chriſtian though =. 
of the meaneſt rank and worldly condition, 
is to be deſpiſed. Here we have a whole epi- 
ſtle in the book of God, writ- in favour of 
poor Onefimus,” a a fugitive ſlave, but now a 4 
goſpel penitent. Grace enobles the meaneſt 1 
ſervant, and renders him worthy to be loved | 
and reſpected by chriſtians of the higheſt hon- 
our: with what affection and reſpect does the 
great Apoſfle Pau! now ſpeak of Ongſimus l 
he calls kim his fon and his eee ; * 

We have likewiſe, in this epiſtle, a memor- 
able inſtance of the richneſs and freeneſs f 


. 3 


an alla Naß, 1 it to * W 0 
and interceſſion of C brit for poor ſinners Ne 

we were like Oneſimus, revolters from God's N 
ſervice, and had injur'd him in his rights; Ie. 
Faſus Cbriſt finds Boy, and by his grace makes Wa 

a change in us, and then intercedes for udn 

= with the Father, that we al 
= to his fayour and family again. We nay thi 
= farther! learn from this epiſtle, with What af. Wn 
=  fction and joy true penitents ſhould be em- : 
13 braced by the friends of Chriſt; there ſhould ni 
= be joy on learth, as well as there is in heaven Was 
over a ſinner chat repenteth; and we ſhould Has 
be ready to ſerve the intereſt of ſuch perſons! 05 
all that we can. Paul concerns himſelf even fo 
for the temporal, as well as for the ſpiritualWhir 
Intereſt of One/imus, and writes to his. maſter bas 
to intreat for his pardon, and kind reception O: 
Theſe and other uſeful inſtructions are to b no 
learned from this epiſtle. In that part of i 
which I have choſe for my text, we have an 
account of the converſion of Oneſimus, and 
the happy change that was hereby made in 
him, from a worthleſs and unprofitable 
wretch, to be a very uſeful and profitable 

. perſon; in which Oneſimus may he conſider d 

as an emblem of every true convert. 
In this account, you may take particular 
notice of four things, | 
Firſt, Oneſimus's former ſtate and character 
before his converſion, , r in time paſt £045 
10 


ay be received in: fai 
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gotten them. I have heard it ſaid in the caſe | 

of ſome injury receiv d. PI} forgive bim 
but I will never forget bim; but this is 1 
ter not God-like, for when he forgives he forgets 
too; ſo ſhould we do, we ſhould not oaly, 

CES or- 


Tal 500 . Gee te 22018 0 On 
he would not have x ſo much as met 
nao ho vile and injurious he had been; onl 
be is forc'd to fay, chat in time paſt PTY 
been unprofitable, which was the ſolteſt ting he 
could „to ſay any ching 

Secondly, We obſerve,” how mic Open 
was now changed and altered for the bertet, 
which in time paſt was to thee un profitable,"h 
now profitable to thee and to me. Here wit a 
bleſſed change indeed, of bad he was become 
good, and of unprofitable he was vo 
Fery uſeful; and ſuch is the change wine 
the, grace of God makes in every true con 
vert. He js now profitable, ſays the Apoitle 
to thee and to me. He was profitable to the 
Apoſtle as a ſeal to Jie miniſtry, and fo 
great comfort and encouragement to him if 
his work; for nothing more ſtrengthens the 
hands, and encourages the hearts of faithfüf 
miniſters, than to ſee their miniſtry made 
ſucceſsful in the converſion of ſinners by it 
and Philemon, his maſter, might depend up⸗ 
on it, that if he now received bim i into his 
family again, he would prove another ſorts 


a ſervant than what he had been, for he was! 
now beccme another fort of a- man; ; he had 
been unprofitable, but now he will be profita- 
ble. Thoſe, who are good towards God, will 0 
be 0 towards men. True religion ae 
| ma 25 
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Paul di x anſwer. for t dimes ae he 
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ſeivant, now he Was 


. * VN OP 4 * 497 $79! 68 > ay : 9 
a' common cothplaint e ee 
hits, Never were ſervants at uh 
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4 N a$ now. ** © Perhaps ir may be ſo, 1 
annot telly but if it is, I am affrai the fault E- 
lies very much at the door of. maſters.and, * * 
miſtrefles Fit is becauſe they take ſo little cate 7 
f the e f their pon and families.” 
You art content that they ſhould be igno- 1 
rant and wicked towards Gad, and then ex- 4 
ect that they mould be good and faithful to þ 
4a *tis a thing not to De expected; While 
Oneſimus was Wicked, he was bad to his 1 
maſter, and you muſt not ordinarily expect 
better of e ſervants, You complain. 
of bad: fervants, I'll tell you the way, the 
beſt and ſureſt way in the world, 10 have = 
good ones; ſet up the worſhip of Cod in all 
your families, pray with x Pay catechiſe 
and inſtruct them in religion, ſpeak to them 
ſeriouſly about their ſouls, do but rake pains 

a= ¶ to make them good towards God, and, if once 
i you gain that point, you may depend upon 
1} Wit, they wilt be good ſervants to you. IT _ 
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| cor cience of, the] er time e and. truſt. ANNE: 


5 Chrit's doctrine and Baues doctrine is 75 le- 
velling doctrine, which would make AlL men 


that maſters, and ſeryants/are to. bi 


fu 1 Ake N TORE: W It DA 8 
th Ir. maſters intereſt ; 48 much as their on 

1 would obſerve one. thing. more under f 
5 vix. that chriſtianity. does not impait 
the power of maſters. over their {crvants 


equal as to their worldly condition. Ie. teaches 
maſters to be good, to their ſervants. and? 
teaches ſervants to be and ohede and 
faithful to their maſters; but i it no where teaches 
e equals in 
ſocial and civil life. Thou; ghOnefimus was no 


| converted, and become Chriſt s. free-man,. I 
was Philemon's ſervant for all that, and was 
{till bound to ſerve his maſter faithfully, 4. 


to make ſatisfaction too for the wrong at | 
injury which he had formerly done him. 
Thirdly, We are farther 5 obſerve in i 


text, what it was that made this mighty and 


happy change in this young man; and it was 


this, that be bad been begotten. by the Apoſtle 


Paul in his bonds. That is, he had been con- 


verted by his preaching and, miniſtry. Though 


it is, properly, God's work to regenerate any 
ſinner, yet it is ſometimes aſcribed to meg 


too, becauſe they are the inſtruments of dif 


penſing the grace of Cod by the preaching 


of his goſpel : They are miniſters by whom ſilt 
ners are brought to believe, even as the Lord 


gives 


gives e man, 1 Ds ji «Ad ita | 
mighty encouragement and comfort to faith. 
ful miniſters, when Gad is pleaſed. to give his | 
ſeal to their miniſtry, and ſinners are —— 
and born again by their preachin . It was 
with vaſt pleaſure and thankfulne that Paul 
could fy of Que wn Whom. 7 ove: begotten 2 


in "Res % . 
0 rok word 1, 0 is 18 here 8 ranflatedbe- 24. 


4. my for Gelten. In the 5 ene Ay he 
calls Tz 5 7 1 own ſon, beeauſe he had been 

the inſtrun f his converſion, 1 Dim. i 2. » 
o claims the relation ofß a 
eit f father to of multitude. of Corinthian ; 
believers, 1 Cor. iv.-15. Though you have ten 
thouſand. inſtruftors in Chriſt, yet have ye not 
many fathers, for in Chriſt Jeſus J have TL 

ten you through the goſpel. He had been the 
happy inſtrument of their new birth, an 
upon that account he claim'd the relation of 

a father to them, and felt the bowels. of a, fa- 
ther for them, There n is, 2 
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Sarehful  miniſters'y 
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like parents 
N but love thoie, 8 
have begotten to God thr 
are the ſeals of n 0 
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f | bed was afl u ahproficable: wreteh, wil 
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ſhall give you a ſhort account of-l 
ion, that great and moſt neceſſar 
change which muſt paſs upon every one « 
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in Chit. Jeſus, "whichci 
er to effe& ii It 1 
tures x 5 gur oe VIC 
nſs of % ev 

by the Holy of. Proc Father: -and 
theſe, the morkphor in our text perfect 
grees, to ſignif/ chat we are hob feine 65 
regenerate” Surſelves, but that if ever i 
6 wor! 


o 
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x muſt be done by the pow. 
q 2 er ae grace 8 c for it is our being Þ& 
gotien or born again, to intimate that a man c 


mo more regenerate. himfelf, chan he could o 
Ha get himſel 3: he can no more reſtore a an 


ian Life to un aeg dent than dee 
animate and enliven his ead body When 
was forming in the womb; but it: is the a 


UF - th 
Almighey Power. FRO "ie: A 0 at firſi m 
tthat muſt reſtore this new He as 
- 1. and not we 22 ; re 

gerate are 8 
as. men, and 27 6 


* Na 


4 created in Epheſ. W 190 


tion makes a 1 an 


A dea bs Which mak 
tion and © body in it. u bath. T vic at 
who were dead in 2 an 

ii. 1. There is as great nge w 
* when a. ſinner. i is, made a Fg a8 When 4 
clod. of earth is made a living man. % I 
ſuch a change as very much reſembles. the 
firſt creation of this world, when light wat 
brought out of darkneſs, and harmony: ous 
of confuſion 4 ſo, if any man be in Chriſt bewWl c 
a new creature ; old things are paſſed aways I 


bold, all things are become new, 2 Cor. _ 1M { 
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il birth i il this! height cho natura life, 3 
o this new birth is ET: ing of anew _Þ} 
md Hong life. 8 it is ae of the Pro: r 
di in the n his converſion, 1 
1 fon; A dead, 9 5 is alive. Before 
this change is wrought in us, we are: as dead —- 
men, as to ſpiritual matters; or in God's ac-/ 
count as if. we had never been born? but as 
regeneration there is a new and divine life 
communicated to the ſoul by the Spirit of 

Cod: that is, new princi les of life and ac- 
tion are infuſed, and implanted, to which we i 
are naturally ſtrangers: and as we have nx, 
principles to act from, ſo we have new po... 
ers to act by, and fle ends that we ſhall - 
aim at; and then it is that We begin to liye 

to purpoſe. Hereby we are, ſaid zo be made 
partakers of # divine nature, 2 Pets i. 4. Not 
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the eſſential nature of God (iich it is in ; b 
ſible that any mere creature ſhould 9 


of) but the moral perfections of God are 
communicated to the ſoul in regenerationk 
thus there is an impreſs of the wiſdom f 
God upon the mind, and of the purity ane 
holineſs of God upon the heart; and ſo te 
regenerate ſoul is renewed after the image f * 
him that created bim. Regeneration chiefly 
conſiſts in this, viz. the infuſing of new and 
ſpiritual ,principles of life and action into the 
ouls of men. This is what is call'd the * 


E 


. 


| and privileges of ſuch a relation*to the blefledlif 


= . children any more. But now regeneration. 


E. ral birth we * gr N00 to 
- qur-earthly: parents, ſo by chis new and fpiris 
tual birth, we become nearby related: to SA 
our heavenly: Farber. He is che parent f 
this divine birth, for of bis own will begar A. 01 
453 and he will readily own all re Are) 
perſons for his children, ar nany as Tecefel 
im, to them gave he potder t0.betome the fon 
God, John I. 12. Which, by the way, a Ge 
Poſes that by nature we were not Gods ch 
Aren, for we have forfeited all the bling 


Le 


God; we art alienated in our minds by wire 
wer, and deſerve not to be called Gods! 


conſtitutes a new relation betwixt God and 
en as he has begotten them of his ow! 
will, and after his own image, he is not 
 aſham'd to on them for his children, and he Ie 
will not be back ward to give them the portion ge 
of children in his own family. Upon this," 
God the Fither becomes our Jeviinotted God be 
and Father, Fefus Chriſt becomes our brother as 
and friend, all the ſaints become one family 
and all the ſervants: of the family become at-. 
tendants on the children, the angels of G0 er 
| are 


37.457 


leb. i. r pk. are N 
c ce e n 46 0 l. eb Bianchi . 
ation is a ſecret and myſterious thing, oo 
his we may apply chat text, Eccleſ. xi. „ —_- 
thou knoweſt, not bow! the bones e e in: 
be womb of ber tha in with; rbild, for thows 4 

weſt nat What il the tway of the Spirit. Ve 

re very certain of the natural birth, that 
here is ſuch. a thing, and that children are 
born into the world: daily 3- but we do not 
now how it is, that the fees; is formed. 
ind animated, and how the natural life begins 
his is a myRery in nature: ſo we are en . 
ain of 5 new * Brms and . generation 

a real thing, good people — 2 
he reality — it in their on ſouls, and they 
© never be diſputed nor bantered out of 

belief of it, they ſpeat that they do 

no, and 11% 22 they: have ſeen: and felt | 
n themſelyes; but yet they do not know how: | 
his new. birtk was brought about; for it wass 
yy a ſecret influence of the Spirit of God that 
he principles of a divine life were infuſed 

to thaw dead ſouls: and much more is this | 

> ſecret to the carnal world, and will for ever 

ontinue ſo, for ibe natural man receiveth _ 
be things. , the Spirit of God, for. they ar 
1 10 him; neither can he know: — | 
ecauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 
4. The difference which regeneration makes 


etwixt one * another 18 not, indeed, hy ö 
 blec 


not Chrits files, nor will Ie-eves. the cull + 
known, how vaſtly regenerate ſouls: differ 
__ en ay others, till that day comes, whell 
dll ſecret things ſhall be brought to light 
= when the ſaints ſhalt be-purified from alltheit 
2 cCorruptions, and ſhall: ſhine out in their u 
1 we glory. This is all I ſhall ſpeak at p 
| *ſent concerning che nature ob we 
I come now, vas 
II. To ſhew you bo great a ugs thi 
7 : ith make as to a” perſon's uſefulneſs. He 
that before was an unprofitable wretch, wil 
now become a very profitable and uſeful pe 
ſon. Who in time 750 was unprofitable, 3 
Paul of Oueſimus, and the ſame may 
be ſaid of every unregenerate perſon in 
world; but now is profitable, being regen 
rate and become a good man, he is alſo be 
come a very uſeful man. He is ved 
thee, and to me, and to all that he has a 
concern with: the ſame may be truly ſaid 
every regenerate perſon in the world. I ſhall 
endeavour to make out the truth of this obs 
ſervation ; and I would propoſe it as an arg 
ment for religion to all, eſpecially to young 
perſons, that it will make them uſeful, an 
truly valuable; whereas without this, had 
ever other accompliſhments they may hays, 
they are but unprofitable creatures. A 
wordly matters, indeed, a worldly man may 
do as well as . and perhaps better hs 


Ae! bour, had: 4 pr 0 
heir adde rmembey * the. COMMONWE? 
pre- 2 was: x good friend co 

reh. ſeful inſtrument of + 


od in thoſe days, Geng e 


rh f that chureli himſelf; but ac pie ""_— 
He idolater. In —— * y matters, worldly: 3 
nen may be as uſeful and profitable as any 1 
debut there are greater matters chan theſe, © Y 
ays xfairs and concerns for men to mine - -Þ 


and manage; which are of infinitely grea 
moment, and weight, and "value And 5 here 


che Hinder 72 Pwr for not thi „hei is 1 ; | 3 
uſeleſs and unprofztable creature. . "As for 
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.) Tie is p cen ble to his Maker, for 3 
Ie by no means anſwers the end for which 


Cod made him. The father ſaith of the Pro- 
digal, in the parable, thiß my ſon was loft. 
e was loſt, like a ſheep that is ſtray d frem 


the fold and flock, and is no longer of any 
andufe and advantage te the ſhepherd er owner: © 
16 Thus all natural men are gone aſtray like a 


loſt ſheep: they are loſt as to Cad. and to all 
that ſervice which he expects from them, and 
the uſe which he made them for. The Crea- 


naſſſtor reaps no tribute of glory from theſe 
od ” -- _— "mu 


gain can any ways com - He chat ie 
des his. ſoul, though it be to gain the whole 
World, makes a ſad bargain for himſel 
will fit. down a miſerable loser in 


1 


mount tof ler hic be newer la rig 


rous, and ſucceſsful. in the World, yet 

is like to loſe his ſoul; and when 
comes to ballance the account at laſt, 
compare his profit and his loſs, he Mil Gud 
chat, with all his gains, he has lived moſt ui 
profitably to himſelf, for he has loſt his ſoulj 
and no worldly profits are to be named with 
that: that is a 2 never to be repared, nei 
to be vetficved; .. kt 

3.) Unregenerate ſinners are, in many re 

5 unpfofitable to their fellow-creatures 
They do not de that good to others which 
they might do; they might recommend reli 
gion, and do We towards ſaving the 
fouls of their carnal relations, and mo 
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bey W We Nee, the — of good 
lab before; and to that we might add ſe- 
55 cral others, as of Noah in the ola world, 


lat _ amd and of Daniel in Nebuc bad. 
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Heaſt, with many a reproach, and fen, a 
jeer, from the 'multitade of ungodly "ml 
*Bome 1 ſons are, who if 
Would venture to cake upt 


| houſe and family ;/it might proba ty expdſ 
them to their parents frowns, and wou 
 Aurely make them the jeſt of their bretheſ 
and fifters, and the ſcorn of all their acqual 
_ *tance. We will ſuppoſe ſuch a caſe; na y u 
will ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, as much 
Joſtua ſuppoſes, that all the world were pt 
Fane and wicked around us; and then let 
Ioberly conſider, whether there would ret 
de — reaſon for us to reſolve, as he d 
that for our part we will ferve the Les * 
It muſt be own d, tat there are ſtrong t 
gections againſt it, at 1 ſuch as a 0 
#0 younger minds; amongſt which che 
none of the leaft conſidera,” that it "Wl 
make n * ſo odd and A. * 
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e laug Yd bfr his polls and 10 inde 


y. any perſon expect to be, ei 5 
young peri a, who Will dare to make his choice - 
and reſolve as he did: be you 
never the. faſhion in any age, and ſerious 
briſtians have always been 4 "ſect that were 
ſpoken aſt... Chris flock. ever was but 
litle flock; and a:deſpiſed part of e worlds 
fo that rick: and, 3 godlineſs will, in- 
* a man appear ſomewhat odd, 


and ſingular . in any age or country, and 
may very likely expoſe im to a good deal 
of. contempt and ſcorn. Now this is pecu- 
1 grating to young perſons, and grievous - 
Jab was an old man, à matter 
1 à hundred and ten years old, what ca- 
red ys what the world ſaid or thought of © 
him; but young perſons muſt be more com- 
plaiſant, and more conformable to the mode 
of the Umes. If ſtrick religion was a gene 


ral thing, well and good, then there would 
not be. this. 0 objection: againſt. it; but as the 


caſe ſtands, to make one's ſelf; ſo ſingular and 


odd, to be pointed and laugh'd at, and it 
may be call'd a great many hard and ug a 
names too; w who can endure it?? of 
This is the objection, which frights many 1 
g perſons from making the reſolution 
ice that Zoſbug made. But let 1 us now ©. 
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all this, chat ſhould, in 14 ee ba 


erſon from reſolving for God and . n? 


Will it make one fingular? it will be ſo we 


hs more to ones honour :/ Was any man 
a ſhamed of being ſingularly wiſe and leans 
th, why ſhould we be aſhamed uf 
ingularl good and holy ? are we ambiee 
of excell ing Others 1 in 1 arts 15 and f 
others, and of raking 1 more care e about ol 
| fouls than the carnal ungodly. world do r 
- ſides, what ſignifies it to us what others U 
for the time is coming, and will come'velf 
ſhortly, hen we muſt all ſtand by our 
we muſt die by ourſelves, and be judged by 
. ourſelves ; and alas! it will de bo cenie 


bell to have companions in miſery. «© WA 


then is this ſingularity which 1 am 
„ much afraid of? Had not I better, 
_ «+ thouſand times better, go to heaven alen 
than go to bell with a multitude? Res 
therefore, O my ſoul! without more UG 
« lay, that let others, let all the world d6 
<< what they will, thou wilt from henceſorti 
ſerve the Lord.” My friends, I 1 
fain engage you to make this good 1 eſo 
tion this day: believe it, it is a matter cf 


infinite concern to you. Will you, atleaſt, U 


be 4: norand to weigh the matter a-lirtls 
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tains you, in bam you liue, and moue, ind Have -* 
yer GR and who has therefore an abſohute 
and uncontroulable-right to all chat you have 
and N When you! yield yourſelves to God, 
you can N had 6 nothing but what was his 
own before; you poly cb his right, 
and in vyourſelves, er ta aCKNOWw. COLL | 
in your future Bete, 17 and hat in rod 
world can be more teaſonable on ths? 
ſhould I make any ſeruple-of: gi God his 
own, 2 —— ſacred 
ht that ſervice. w Ich 
to from me? * it not 


now, W 1 muſh be: we mr Another 
day, and from whom 1- profeſs to enpact all 
my happineſs in a future world? The ce is - 
at hand; when thoſe. who now make a jeſt 
of all thin, will :certdinly allow it to bo 
reaſonable, and will wiſh, Nich all their ſouls, 
that they: had ſerved the Lord too. The poor 
unthinking, ungodly: ſinner, when: he comes to- 
lie upona dying pere ee, near 
views of an re eternity, O ho d q 
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$8: cuffed -madneſs! had I but ſerved "Gut 5 
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4 but it is now too late, and Tam! 
nk anon: for ever. Judge now, while you 
are in health, and whiſe the day for ſervice 
laſts," Wherher it be not a reaſonabie wager 
ferve the Lord. The night 18 omi &- © death 

and judgment are haſting om; ant 18 it not 
moſt reaſohable to do that now; which yau 
will certainly: wiſh,” cer long, chat you: K 
done But, it ma y bez wilhlin van and ewa 


be ſay what they will en Jet all. my acq ni 
& tance: and neareſt 'velatiors ſerve the Devilg 

and the world if they dare, and ems no 
</betters. I':ſhall pity them, and pray 10 
them, but Iwill never join with dem rn | 
for my part Iwill ſerve the Lord 40 
20) As it is ini itſelf inoſt reaſonable, Goel ſy, 
to. us moſt neceſſary Sr we ſerve , : 
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lect of it 8 as it is 1 to 63 355 1 
L 5 * . 18 conſequently neceſſary. to — ol 
| n. happineſs, that we make it the very 
bullen oy .our preſent life to ſerve the Lor. 
Let men ſay. what they will, rhe word of C - | 
i plain and poſitiye about this matter, as 


that 1 3s Bolineſi no. man Jhall ſeethe Lords ? 
and that the Nothful and unprofitable ſervant _—_— 
Gall be. caſt into outer. darkneſs. The com- - 4 
mon Pfretence of fNothful ſinners is, that Go 
is a very merciful God, © who is hot inclined 
to damn and. deſtroy hi his own creatures ; there 


A needs. not therefore all 1 this ſtir about religion . 
and duty: let us but keep clear of murther, 
and adultery, and two or three other great. 
ins, and no doubt, but all ſhall £0 well with us, 
and we need not be afraid that a merciful God. 
ad © vill dan us eternally. But now. Sirs, before. 
vou venture to preſume ſo much on the unco- 
venanted mercy of Cod, will you hearken to 
„ bat. God himſelf faith. 5 this matter? 
bor certainly. he beſt. underſtands the exerciſe 
ao © of his own mercy 3. do you ſay, or do any tell 
ou, that there is no great harm in fins? But 
as & vhat ſays W 2 ſee, Rom, vi. 23 The w Wages of 
nM: is de vou take . that it will be 
4 ſuncient to hep clear of. affe . 7 
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cee Hall keep the whole law a, if 

fend in dus paint, I. E. knowingly and wing 
Allow himelf in che lealt fin, is guilty? +. BF 
| and lies under the whole curſe of the broke | 
law of Cod. Do you preſume on Gods be F 
YH ing 4 merciful God? A Ay, but remember that & ;: 
bes a juſt God too, ànd has di clared in n 
word, that he ill by no means clear the gu, ; 

Exod. $xxiv. 7. "Ars you ſure there needs not . 

ſo much {tir about religion, and ſo much "3 ir 

to 888 nc heaven, as ſome people make? Bu 8 


what ſays God? Work oui your ſalvation with fl: 


fear 1. { trembling, Phil. ii. * 7 4% ent MN :; 
5 at the Nrait gate: for ma ſay unto you, p. 
will: ſeek to what in Ter 155 be 2 I 1 s 
xiti, 24. Aud if the ri ee de bo ar 
where Hall the 12 J inner appem fre 
x Pet. iv. 18. And now, "whit will 4 fe 
lieve? on whoſe word will you venture your H 
immortal ſouls? Gods or man's. If God TW hi 
be believed; if his word may be credited MN fi 
it is neceſſary, it is moſt abſolutely neceſſai Wl fo 
to your future falvation' and happineſs; mar'l cy 
you make it the buſineſs of * F bis 
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life to ſerve the Lord. 

I will only add farther, whites this heal. 
that as the practical ſerving of God is nes 
ceſſary to your happineſs, fo it is a ſure and 
certain means of obtaining happineſs: . 
God has eſtabliſhed an infallible connection has 
| berwixt the — which he requires, and the anc 
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in the world li ir fs! bat 1 | 1 aſant a 
good conſcience, © — * b Id n — 
fam'd wich a ſenſe" or divine love. Again, 
this ſervice will eaſe 4 dying bed, and Wi 
probably fill the laſt hourꝭ of 3 
are o telridle to Hature, with great ODE. .» 
and joy: The chriftian, that can look back 
from à dying bed on à Hife of devotedneſs and” 
ſervice to God; needs not be eden 2 A 
He may very well encoura e his ſoul againſt. 3 
his W 3 as an ag bi fainr 9 Ks 
ſaid to” have done, when he hy a dying, ane 
ound in himſelf ſome fears and ſome reſuctan- Mi 
Icq to the awful ſeparation} he heartend uß 
bi own ſoul with ſore ſuch words as theſe. 
G0 forth, my ſoul, 4. hat art hon 
. ſo much afraid of? thou haſt been ſerv- 
e ing Chrift theſe three ſchre and ten ears, » 
w e and art thou now affraid 0 g a 
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be him?” Above all, ſuch a ring of God 1 
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5 Thus F have conſidered the — 
making ſuch a reſblution and choice as 
38, 5 chat let others do what they would, vet 
be wouldferveithe Lord Pete HA Ce 
would now, for an. application of ut 
whole, carneſtly'recommend this: good reſd 0 
lutiod to all of you, And e to young h 
perſons: I r not only propoſe it, hut! 
| would: der uade and intreat them, that | 
old use the Lord for their God 3. and 
- "that before all other buſineſs, they would re 
ſolve to make it the buſineſs of their j es t 
® &rve che: Lord. „ 
ere I will rake the liberty to ſpeak. art 
SE. re to two ſorts of young; perſons. 118 
Fir, To the children of wicked pare 
The text very: naturally hints an addreſs to 
yon, Chufe vill. ſer ve, wwhethir 
the gods abbich your - fathers ervedy: &c. If chere 
are any of you whoſe fathers ſerved che world 
and he fleſh, and who hved without God; uy y 
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viſion for che fleſh, - abd. as 1 up 3 3 
am I ſpeaking to any children of ſuch Penny. , 
I can't ſpeak of you; or to you, but 
great compaſſion.z- Lam ſorry that 

miſſed; ſo many advantages for religion and 
hack ineſs, which others have e 10 70s 5 8 4 
have miſſed; of the great bleſling of a piu! 
education. whereby a. foundation has been 
early laid in many a _ of everlaſting bleſſed. | 
neſs, I re the am for I am afraid that you 
will ſerve the ſame gods which your fathers - 


ſerved, and and ſo be. — for ever... 155 Tr 
that you þ ve not ech 

to reſtrain you from uin, l 

of holy parents more commonly have. |. Yau 
have been train'd up in a woful Neglect of. God. 


and your ſouls; and tis much to. be fear'd, 
that your future lives will anſwer to your un- 
happy education; for moſt commonly. it is 
ſo, but yet not always: as ſome of the . 
dren of godly parents prove wicked and vil 

ſo there are ſome good children of TI 
parents: as grace does not run in the bl 

and come to any by inheritance, ſo * is 
it abſolutely — by che wickedneſs of 
anceſtors. You are to chuſe for yourſelves, 
and if you chuſe aright, then, ps oak your 
parents were, you may be accepted of God 
and be happy for ever. Chuſe you then for 
7 woe whom . will ſerves LI 
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would perſuade and intreat them, that te tl 
. cha the” Lord "or their God 3. and h. 
- that before all other buſineſs, they would xe. 
ſolve to make it the buſineſs of. Miner! i 
ferve the Lor. 
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viſio! for the Hen, and — 1 up e 
am I ſpeaking to any children of fuch-parents? 
can t ſpeak of you, or to you, but with * 4 ad 
great compaſſion 3 Tam ſorry that you have +; . 1 
miſſed ſo many advantages for religion and of 1 
happineb, / which others have enjoy d; 70 6 "= 
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have been * up in a woful e of G 
and your ſouls; and *tis much to be fear d, 
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ns it abſolutely prevented by the bee of 
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and if you . aright, then, whatever your 
ere parents were, you may be accepted of God 
and be happy for ever. Chuſe you then for 
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No, le leaſt one heir of beovewili 
- _ Jour 4 11 17 + this you ſhould be ambitious: 
= do croſs the ſtrain, what ever oppoſitiors you 
may meet with from your neareſ -'relaczons 
da that account: that honour and reſpe& 
| which is due even to your parents, mauſt aeg 
no place here, ſo as to 4 you from r 
ſolving for God and heaven: father and wet 
ther, andbretheren, and ſiſters, muſt all be fo 
© > faken for Chriſt and falvation.. O how happy 
would it be might you be the inſtrumentsdf 
ſaving the ſouls of any of your dear relationsy 
however do you reſolve not to periſh WIA 
them: if they will ſerve" the 51 and the 
fen ſtill, and gratify the Devil ſtill, do you 
be wiſe for yourſelves, and bravely reſolve 
1 chat you will fred the Lord. I 
=” * Secondly, T would ſpeak a word allo to che 
children of pious and holy parents. And 
would addreſs to them, and adviſe chem in thoſe} 
Words of Solomon, Prev. Xxxvii. 10. Thin 
- own friend, and thy father”s friend forſake not 
Don't turn your backs on your own Creator, 
oF and your parent's God, nor ſtrike hands with 
the grand enemy of your father*s houſe. E 
often mention'd in ſcripture, as « mi . 
gravation of mens ſins, that they "fork 
God of their 28 and Jer a tell E. 
tha 
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been ſtriving with you, and awakening forme 
_ convictions in your minds; certain 7 — - 3 
be oh arm en harden'd indeed, __— 
— be eaſy in ſin, and live in the ae of 1 
Grd and 157 ſervice. Beſides all this, y. -2 
have many advantages for religion #50 * Þ 
others have not; how many prayers of your  # 
godly” parents are riow, as it were, on the 
file for you! many fervent and faithful pray 1 
ers which they have put up for your ſouls, and; 2 
for converting Ng grace for you! you may go to 
God, and plead with him, his covenant with > 
jour parents, for you are not the children of -Y a 
ſtrangers 3 you can call him Y our father's . * 1. "1 
God; well, and will you not chuſehitr or” 
God too, and reſolve to ſerve him a as your good 
parents have done before) ou?” y 2 own friend, 
and your father's friend forſake not. But - 0 oj 
would not treſpaſs too much on your tim, 
and therefore I ſhall haſten to a cloſe; only i» 
let me leave'with you theſe two or three 


rections with I matter. If you 


kb and it is che fitteſt time of all to ſet gut for 


HRC chubng, your empfoyments in life: others, 
1 "Rf 155 are now. FG their companions! 


CU wiling ee a, this > lgjpychoig | 
and reſolution which Fo/b1 +did ; . the | 
+; NN M: (6, it. now. Chuſe 
whom you will ſerve, Ne ow While. you. arg, 
young is, in many reſpects, your chuſing tim 


heaven. Some of you, it may be, are now: 
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but here is a greater and more im c 
portant choice Dae men 0 hore one firlt ye 
of all, and that is, 15 N75 God Jos will ſervei Aer 
Ufe, and what portion you will have for ever, m) 
Nov is the propereſt time for this choice, B rr 
fore you are entangled in the affairs of this I 
world; and perhaps, it may be the only time v 
you are re oning, I know, on many years 
to come; but it is very poſſible that you ou 
be miſtaken in your account, and theſe ma cr 

| years may not prove ſo many. days, nor hon an 
or ſhould life be prolong d, yet herea ft all 
grace may be withdrawn — 5 witholden fra Set 
you, and then you N 5 loſt beyond? an 
remedy. It is certain that inſtances of old}, 
convyerts are very rare. The ſcripture, Ipeah ch 
of it as a ſort of impoſſible thing; or Hor 
ever, ſuch a miracle of grace as is very ſeldamth 
wrought, for an old ſinner to become a; och lati 
man, Fer. xiii. 23. Can the ethiopian cha 
Bis ſkin, or the. leopard bis ſpots? then ma nay wil 
Nox alſo. do good who are accuſtomed to. do, evil nic 
1 is l time cherefore to chuſe Four reli 
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Y formed in the family, as wh as in the cloſet. : 
In order to this, the choice of the neareſt re- F 
lation is of great moment: look to it, in te 
very firſt place, that you chuſe ſuch a one as 

will Join with you in ſerving the Zord ;. for 
vithout this, there can be but little proſpect of 
religion in your families: beſides, how u- 
comfortable will it be for you to be pay. : 
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tefer back to, is — pointed out in the laſt 
clauſe of the verſe; it was, when God fed them 
through the wilderneſs, in their journey from BY 
Foyer 10Canaan, and went before them ii 
thoſe” viſit * preſetice; a cloud a 
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SIX! all choſe names, — 10 8 eral 
notion which are chouched under - then 
When a ſinner truly repents of his ſins, and. 
believes from his heart in the Lord Jeſus Chrijh 
and is converted and born again, then, ang 
from that time he: is N to —.— 2 


| of caution, leaſt one ſhould Tamil occaſiog 
to ſome diſtemper d fancies, to turn this ſacrad} 
allufion into jeſt-and ridicule-z and it maybe: 
alſo nauſeate Ve ſober and judicious chriſtians 
1 ſhall chuſe, therefore, in diſcourſing on this 
head, to mention only ſome few thing 
which are moſt plainly and certainly py 
in the ſouls eſpouſal to Chriſt, As, 
I.) The notion of an eſpouſal implies, 4 a 

near relation which. 1s. — betwuxt! 
Chriſt and the penitent believer. - Tis an al 
luſion to the neal relation in this world 
9 yet, it ſeems, is not near enough full 
expreſs the mutual relation betwixt CH 

and his * for that is * in ſcrip God 
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the matter much higher than 
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Diſciples thernfelves could not - eomprehend 
meaning of this at preſent,” nor would 
they be able to conceive how near this relati- 
dn, and how intimate chis union is, till t 
had received a mach more plentiful” effu- 
ſion of che Spirit, in that day which Chriſt 
here refers to-. Thus much however we 
may cohceive of the matter, that they are in 
kinda as their ſurety and repreſentative wit 
Grd; and he is in them by Ms _ 
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N ever vouchſafe to Angels; but 

love to men would not reſt here W as if this 

was not: near enough,” he takes every; Deniten 

| believing” ſinner into the; neareſt [ poſſible; ne. 
lation, and admits all ſuch into à moſt ind 

mate union with himſelf. Well, this is the co 

firſt, and one of the moſt obvious notions 

a ſoul's eſpouſals to, Chriſt, that by.chis oP 

i a near relation contracted betwixt 

2.) The notion of ancſpoulil further-img es 

that this is by mutual conſent. It ſhoulc pi 

ways be ſo in theeſpouſals of felow-creaturg 

for *tis otherwiſe unnatural, and promiſes h 

little comfort: force and conſtraint ſhould doc 

have no place here; it is certain they in t 

have none in this ſpiritual eſpouſal of the ſou it i 

to Chriſt; this muſt be with REY ente can 

not at all. It is undoubtedly an 


and free grace in Cbriſt to admr che 6 el Pon vn 
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e an dr part too, if. eren wr "are 
uſed to a Saviour, * Outward force ma may 
compel men into churches, but our own cen 
ent is Kb to our eſpou ö 


maſt 1 155 * 75 1 ; ca 7 are 1 
chriſtians merely upon education; Tome fe 
terrified with fears of Bell and judgement, 3 
and cry out upon a Saviour on 4 2 
beds, Lord Jeſus have ry n my ſoul! b I 
the” foul that 8 eſpbuſed to C it, 40s mY 7 
nobler and fr cer Principles thin alf this; he 1 
chuſes the good part, as Mar did; and males 
a voluntary 2 — of himfelf to F#ſus; he 
conſents to his ſepter, as well as his ſacrifice: | 
and in all this, he feels no other conſtraint $f 
ner that of ſove, and is pr by no force bur | 
che evidente of truth. hat power er of — y 
whereby finners are W Willing, puts no 
force upon the will, but rather ſets it at liberty 1 
from the bondage which it- Was in before. 
Religion is altogether a voluntary thing ; it. © 
aug does not come by inheritance, it does not run 
- cab in the blood from patents to their children; 
Mit is never promoted by outward force, nor 
can it be iel merely 1 education; tis 
ey: man's own voluntary act, and free choice, 
vhich erte his * to W i" a 
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all things are now ready. He carne 7 Du 
to poor periſhing - ſinners, and intreats then 
to accept of mercy and ſalvation. He. did 
fo while he was on earth; and how he is gon: 
to heaven, he. ſends his ſervants, as 5 
dors in his name, to intreat ſinners e ft 
conciled to Gad. 5 
4.) The notion, of an ls be mu 
tual love. It is very unhappy, and like ad 
prove more, ſo, when this is not the caſei 
the eſpouſals of fellow creatures; but low 
can never be left out. in the caſe of the ſoul' 
— {5 to Chrift,) Love was the firſt prin} 
it on Chriſt's part, I have. loved thee alt 
an everlaſtin * therefore with Toving kind 
20 have 1 drawn. {Bee Je er. XXXi, 3. anch 
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19. Aud when he'\begins'>ro manifeſt his 
afttient, his eerlafting ove te a foul; i e. 
as ſooh as. it Begins to. State in che ſinners 
converſion, it always kindles'a /reciprocal love , | 
to the bleffed Foſus: the ſacred flame quickly Bo 
communicates from his heart to ours; tis im- 
Ste te believe bn Chi and not to l 
„Funy mai lobt not ib Lord? Jeſas tis 
J . 58 of Bin A My peloved,” is 


Conn, ene er, f tho? he | 
her Saviour. Love is the diſtinguiſhing grace 
of '& ery true Belicyer 3 and it is love hike that 
of khe Eſpouſed, hich eannot admit of many 
partners to be the-object of it, but it muſt be 
ſupremely and'Teperlatively placed on one; 
ſuch is the true converts love to the Lord Fo- 
and it muſt be conſtant and perperudl 1 
love (the firſt love may be weakened; but iĩit 
can never be: quite deſtro ed) tis an immo 4 
printiple in the renewed ſoul, like the fire 
the altar, which never goes out: until the 
day "byeak, and be \ſhatlows \fly- away, when 
death ſhall be over, and the eternal light ſhall 
bine in upon the foul, err mutual love on 
never expire. 
65.) Elpouſed rſons unite. their intereſts, 
and muſt; run all hazards together. They be- 
mA come e ſharers in each others fortunes, 
Fi and mutual partners in each others joys and 
| 4 þ forrows, R Hereall the alluſion. holds ſtrong 
9 OS and 


Till: na | rally care. ** the chings ; of Chr 
and rejoice in all-the-gooc orcas of his inte- 
reſt nd kingdom, even when it may; ſomes 
ximes, . to claſh with their private worldly 
intereſt ; as John the Baptiſt could rejoicę 
the views of | Chriſt's growing intereſt Ka ho: 
mour, when he knew that his on private in 
Tereſt muſt decline to make way ſor ic, 1 
 unuſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe z my joy 
«therefore ; fulfilled, John iii. 29, 30.” And 

_ «Chriſt does, on the. other hand, account of 
The. intereſt of his people, as his own interel}, 
Thoſe words of rebuke to Saul, were yet de 
3 words full of graoe and tenderneſs to the 
"oh ciples, Saul, Saul, 0hν perſecuteſt thou mie? 
5 or is, my friends, and my brethere 
very members of my body, whoſe ite 
count as my own. "And's to the lame effed 
thoſe other words of his, Matr. xxu 4 
In as much as ye have done it to the leaſt 
.ztheſe my brethren, ye | have done it unto mM. 
«Chriſs and his peoples intereſt is one and the 
Jame.z they have the ſame friends, and the 
ſame enemies, the world hated me, ſays Chtiſt, 
therefore- it will hate you.z -God is my Fath 
and my God, therefore he. is yours: 4. the) 
hall Cer long be happy together in the fame 
place, and in the ſame kind of happineſs and 
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lain and ſtrong 1n;the*cafe f the ſou Bs — 
pong to 22 3 Which , that upon the 7 
eſpouſal, the huſband becomes anſwerable or 
the Vile, and ſtands charged in law with What 
eyer debts the may have contracted; and 
juſt ſo does the Lord Feſns'Chrift for all be. 
2 ſinners, He becomes anſwerable for 
them, and or all that debt of guilt which 
they owe to the juſtice of God: juſtice now 4 
looks to him, and no longer to the poor in- 
debted creature. He has 1 pouſed the . 2 
and he miſt and will anſwer Tor all; therefore 
he was wotinded for-their tranſg reſfions, he was- 
bruiſed" for their intquities, 215 the chaſtiſement 

of their peace might be upon him, and that by he 
Hripes they might be healed, Iſaiah Iii. 5. 2 
caſe | of precontracted debt is very. A 
amongſt men, to cool a warm love, ant to 
breed reſentment inſtead of it; tis amazing. . 
grace in C briſt, that when he knows our po- - 
Jverty and meanneſs, nay, when he knows 
how. dreadfully indebted we are to the law © 
and juſtice of Cod, yet he will eſpouſe us to 
himſelf, yet he will even court and ſolicite our 
conſent to we 1220 13 will nk ks one 
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gladneſs through both wo When ſmners 
lay hold en Cods covenant, 'God himſelf rt 
joices quer them is do them goad, Jer. xXx 


41. all the Anghes in heaven rejoice. when « 
inner 


epenteth, Luke xv. 10, dis welcome 
nes to them, when 2- loft creature. is found, 
when a periſhing ſinner is ſaved, and anaihe 
foul is added to God's tamily. Good men 1 
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whom they had early. devoted t te. (ov bj 
for whom they had ſo often wreſtled: with 


in prayer; when they ſee them now become: 


good and gracious. I take it, there is naJoy 
(holy parents equal to this: a more joyful 
_  oEaſion could not happen to the father of ch 

Prodigal, than when his loft ſon; was foun 
and reſtored to the family. Above all; dh 
converted and denen ſinner himſelf, wil 
have the greateſt occaſion of joy; tis the 
beginning of a new life in his ſoul, and a ſure 
foundation of - eternal happineſs and glory 
from henceforth. he may go on his way ehe 
cing, he has an Almighty God for his Fab 


and his . * is now become the ſpecial 
7 care 
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It A matter of ſhameful reproach to them, 
rh th Aer of thus forge God's. former N 


kindneſs and loye; and 1 againſt him, to 
whom, they had been ſolemnly eſpouſed: . th y 


t were F, the hand, in. their weak and infant 
Hb was how h . Mach [Ae 75 e po | 


or forty. years; how be id-then e FH into A 
* quiet 5 


ſenſe, 80 their K cls and love to Gad, 


- when 2 


as they did at Sinai; it was no leſs tha meh 
that 4 5 ſhould now turn and rebel aga 


God; and therefore he upbraids them, in 1 4 


text, with their former profeſſions of kind= 
neſs and love; Fans « kindngſs of uk 
youth, and the love of thine por, als, 1 

thou ſeemeſt now to have for DIE 26 
Perhaps both ' theſe ſenſes are to be taken in 
to the text, and Cod here reminds them of 
the mutual love and k indneſs, which there was 
formerly, betwixt him and them; and acords 
ing to both theſe ſenſes, we may. accommoes 


date this paſſage to the buſineſs of the ſoul's 


eſpouſal to Chit, for in this there | is mutual 
Kindneſs and love. 3 

Firſt, On Cbriſts part. Ti is moſf amazs 
ing kindneſs and moſt generous love in the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt to admit the eſpouſal of a 
poor ſinner to himſelf ; and not only to ad- 
mit it, but even to ſue for it, and to rejoice 
in it when the matter is accompliſhed; confis 
der but our own. unworthinefs and poverty 
| (for we are by nature wretched, and mifera- 
ble, poor, and blind, and naked ſinners) and 
how unſuitable is this match to the S of 
God, the Lord of glory ho are our-natures 


blemiſhed' and ftai by fin? and our lives 


and Practice have been full of rebellions 


the Image of God, after Which we are at firſt 
Created, 
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1 Poor finners will . * a 


to bintefz; 3 amazing 3 


with all our former 1 worre, my 
neſs, ſo he perfectly foreſees. how unkind ang 
undutiful we ſhall be like to prove, even af 4 1 
ter our eſpouſal to him. | What poory What. 
from his very - faints aid people; while. che 5 
are in this world? and yet 2 courts the A | 
pouſal and rejoices -in it. Behold here the 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! i how: © 
compaiſionate is his kindneſs? ho generous 
and free is his love? Thus, there is Rit nes 
and love on Chriſt's part, and ſuch as never 5 
was ſhowed to any adden wu im any o A 
ther world. Late Fx ot 177 4 
_ Secondly, Let us Sone kindpifs ad 1 
love of this eſpouſal, as it hes on the finner's . 
part. The kindneſs: and love which accoms - 
panies this tranſaction, is reciprocal and mu- 
tual betwixt Chrif and the penitent believer: 
'tis vaſt kindneſs in him to admit it, to pro- 
lan it, and even to ſolicite the matter; and 
his condeſcending goodneſs, chat 4646 
rakes | it very kindly when ſinners confent to 
it: *tis. kindneſs to Has own ſouls; and he 
accounts it as a kindneſs to himfelf too, when 
5 
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youth, to an early conwerſion, 557 lene) 


rd Feſus Chrift takes it as tbe g 


ft Baade. of all, when perſons become «/pouſed 
70 him in their youth. He always + a 
particular. regard and affection for y 


perſons, while he was here on earth. Toby, 


who is prefum'd to be the youngeſt of 

Poſtles, was the greateſt favourite oo Nero 
Tord of all the twelve. He kind! 
even young children, which were 1 
him that he might bleſs them; and rebuke 


| his Diſciples for offering to hinder it. We. 


read, that when, a certain young man carhe, 
and aſked him a ſerious queſtion, Nat ſhall 
Ia to inherit eternal life? Chriſt ſeemi'd to be 


overjoy'd to find a young perſon ſo ſerious, 


and though he was not truly gracious, yet us 
could not but regard him with a tender aftec- 


tion; Jeſus looked upon bim and loved him, | 


Mark x. 21. And the Apoſtles copied after 
their. Lord's example; thus, 'the Apoſtle 2 
charges Titus, that he ſhould apply his mini- 


ſtry to young people, in b and eu. 


af thom to be het minded, Tit. ii. 6. Ar 


the 


/ f 


et 


I ˙ . ˙ ˙AU SS Ad + tl th: a 2.4.2 4 tolks e 


Peg. . ual #-+ 


ee. BE Ms 1 „ 


S * "> . 
9 L 
4 — - 3 "FS * 5 * N 92 + | A 
. Xs 7 IA * 2 8 f 
- ” b a * . » & SW TIS f dF 3 
k * 3 - 2 
; 3 * 5 
25 > | 0 
* 0 * * 
* a N : 5 
FF * 
4 - * = T7 : „ * 
5 1 
f 
» a 
* 2 2 


| Tu wan, i 


news an come | 5 
0 that 2 Wor is 0 after God _ 5 
17 is, cel ee Hl 3 
55 


I.) | 6rd - le of 

| gengrall the warmeſt 2 2 wee bf Yigargus 3 3 

and ey love of Chri& does ordinarily. meet 

| a 255 1 0 Ara raten returns of 
Ther is 4 pol wy 


* £ £ 3 * * 9 F Gt pe pint, , * 3 2 1 4 +: I - _ 4 RY — N . * p bes”) — 
: * 1 1 rf Ins ; , N To 2 1 . * 
. 5 . N = c "= = * Toa, 8. 3 as 4 3 & 8 * 
1 2 1 4 » * 4 " | a - : ** 4 Ke rg” - N ka 2 * B 
» & | .W EA. EN dF WT 
5 * - N 2 2 1 * : I 2 ns £ FS 1 
y 5 * * ol * e * + ? * * rt q 7 * * * A 1 + 
p l 41 4 2 — a * . — | wY | 9 
A ” 2 o * PF . A 
. >, * . hs 4% 2 
0 7 — RR — 
0 89 : 


7 ET more ſul Fon and 1 chan | 
when they were young: but that vigorous 
ene of the affections, . is, in a man- 


ner, 


Mt Tha 
; : f 


of are, . — 


— 


re - 4 . \ * * 7 4 
y * & of 1 f * © % | * 
* # 0 q 
* 


Wo. > YL * CY ” « 4 F . * 
on, * 8 l * , 8 +» | % 
- *g "OT | IS x * \ 
» 1 . a % 
. N : 1055 . 
p 75 \ 


zeal for hk kiterelſt, is now, in ſome meaſure; 
wore off with age; and hence are all theif br 
comp laints and fears. It is obſervable that 0 


— 2 — ů — * 1 * h 
_—" . — por | raps , 23 — 1 . * Ws 


— — 
. „ 


E * . 4 v0 
a * ty ” 9 
* OO N 
q * oF a 
* 1 
Pa 1 —— % 


. t favourite of Chris, ſo he ſeems ro-have. 
been the deareſt and moſt” zwalous lover 61 
Cbriſt: for when all the reſt of the Diſciples 
| forſook him and fled, and Peter, with all * 


a zeal and coura Which no dangers could 

daunt. Our affections are naturally meſt 
warm in our youth, and therefore they are chen 
elt divine love. The kindneſs'of our youth" 


we are young, is the moſt affectionate kind 


eſt kindneſs to Cbriſt, 


our active oy are then moſt ſtrong. AW 
cient people h to do, to grapple 


Wee 115 proved, 12 ardent 55 to Cee nd . pu 


Jobi, the young diſciple, as he was the great: 
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reſolution,” denied and 'abjur'd him, "Foun 
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